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The firbidden,7 Fruit. 
propoſe outwardly to his cyes for 


greater teſtimony: = ad rp I defixe 
of them,thatth rant this 
unto mie, that as the rihing 6 was done 


outwardly, ſo” the ſame tg have 
—_—_—_— inwardly i in the heart of 

he fond Peppers he was tempted by 
the bmp Yo e Serpent to have the 
- guiding of his owne will and na- 
_ fure,notto be ſo void of knowledge 
"1 action, as to be ſubordinate un- 
to God. That I ſhould fo thinke, 


two reaſons or cauſes doe cſpecial- 
NG me; 


2 þ--* ls "The ficlt is, that the Seed of the 


mz Wwas to breake the head of 


+ tcheſeedofche Serpent; butasana- 
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Hand living Serpent, - whoſe 
was broken, of that Seed we 


Ze of any : but as even 


then"the Seed of the woman was 


ihe ſame manner was the (| ecd of 
penr,for man at the firſt was 


re good, not of God bt of no | 
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The Forbidden Fruit. 3 
thing , and for that cauſe doth he 
turne himſelfe alwayes from God, 


and bend downwards to his owne 
nothing and vanitig againe ; which 


but eſpecially Tanlerus, doc judge. 
ro be {inne, Satan, death, and hell, 
and this perhaps was that devill, 1o-, 
habiting in Adarn, asalſo in Lycifer. 
| The other reaſon-is this , which 
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” in us, for the exterior world, and 


, Wharſocyer outwardly is to be ſeene 
- or is done, is onely an accident and 
a certaine ſignifying figure of the 
true and interior nature : and: there 
15 nothing true jn all thoſe things 


.* whichare ſene with the eye, that 
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is ſubſtan:iall; for ir behoveth that |] 
the forme of this -world periſh, be- 
cauſe it is nothing elſe but an ima- 
ginary world, and a figure of the 
right true eternall, and by it: ſelfe 
- the conſtane world ; therefore it is 
expedient that all theſe things in 
their courſe be done over agane, 
which th:oughout all the Bible are 
_ related outwardly and ſignificantly 
to have been done, and yer to this 
day after their manner, the Hiftorie 
of the Bible, Moſes, and the Pro. 

hers, are ſpiritually and truely of 
orce, bur all thirgs are brought in- 
to the truth by Chriſt, and ir 15 ex-. 
ped int, that all the prophecies, 
wh ich have been from the begin». 
ning 
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The forbidgen Froit. $3 
d Ring of the world, which God hath 3 
xx Kpoken by the mouth of his Saints, 

q [he againe reiterated:Therefore that ; 
e [Tree was nothing elſe then the na= - 
e |ture, will, knowledge,and life of A. 

s |dam, whereot he ought not to cate.. 
t | That is not ro attribute any part of 

t [itto himſelfe : But freely and wil- 
- |lingly ſubmit himſelfe ro.God;and 

. [know nothing but what God would 

e [know in him; doe nothing but whac 

e | God would doe in him , ſpcake no- 

5 | thing but what God would ſpeake 
1 


in him, &c., Whereby without any 

impediment God might exercile 

> | his Kiogdome, will, nature & power 

7 | in him, that being void of will, wiſ-: 
; | dome, and knowledge, he might 

> | havenothing of his owne, or. arro« 

. | gate any thing to himſelfe,this God 

| | would, this was pleaſing to bim;and 

, | thus he commanded. To this opini- 

, | oh the Germanre Divinitze alcents:* 
Theolegia Germanica,, 1470. c8Þ. 

| Whichſaith that this ;ree is nothing - 
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elſe bur our owne wuHl and = 


ledge, of which alone in the earthl 
Paradiſe of the world of our hearts, 


we are not to eate, but account it as|, 


forbidden, unlefle we defire to dye, 
.or cate death from it. And now 
when Adam was fallen, and had ea- 
ten of this tree, then was itplanted 
in his heart, and the ſame was deri- 
ved into all bis boughes and fruit, 
ſo that the ſame caſe, word, precept, 

and interaiG, Is common to all his 
poſtcritie, we all have eaten death, 


waholoeycrarein Adam,and this hc 


corre Red pcylon have we received 
fromthe Serpent, being evill Egges 
of an enill Bird. 

Hence may every man eaſily per- 
ccive, how each magis the greateſt 
cnemy to himſclte, and what he 
oughr to eſtecme of himſelfe, his 
vill & underſtanding, wildome and 


knowledge, fince it is the Counſel, | 


* ſeed; wiſdome, knowledge and head 


of te Serpent, which by Chriſt is- 


co 
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| veth thatall things (which Circum« 


' new Covenant doth fignifie) which? 
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to be broken inour hearts : it beho-+ * 


ciſion in the old,and Bapriſme inthe' 


are hereditary and naturall from A-' 
dam ſhould dye inus:that we ſhouldb* 
labour to unlearne, and put off all 
things, as if they were death and the 
devill;zthat is ourwill, wiſdome;and 
righteouſneſſe, &c. with which as 
with figleaves Adawſtroveto cover 
himſelfe : for this is ſtone, and the! - 
ſing of finne and death, that is to 
eate of this forbidden Tree, and to 
arrogate any thing to a mans ſc1fe; 
as his will; nature, and underſtand- 
ing, or himſelfe ; But alas, alaswho 
knows this,or beleeves this, who'as 
bandons or is weary of his own will; 
underſtanding, or knowledge, whers 
will men give a farewell to them ? 
Give a Farewell ſay 1, why every. 
one delights himſelfe in his! owne 
tmaginations, & ſwectly {lumbrin; 
recreates his ſoule in his-own-wit- 

A's dome, 


-$ The forbidden Fruit. 

+ dome, knowledge, workes, &c. the 
 Trecis faire to the eye,and pleaſanc 
to'thetaſt : Hereall mankinde as A- 
dam himſelte doe taſte death ; But 
{| "yer no manknowes, no man thinkes 
tf of this, but every man judgeth it to 
be right, and the fleſh eſteemecth ir 
robe theTree of Life. Thar is to fol- 
| lowits own pleaſure and opinion of 
Wt: Good, which is falſe : To know 
much, ro finde out much, to learne 
many ſcienccs, and finally to be- 
come a God; Neither doe any con- 
ſider,that this was Adams eſtate and: 
morſe}y,that bitter morſc] of death. 

How doe we ſpeake andralke of 
Adams miſery, and yet not marke 
that the ſame is freſh in us ; We can: 
talke ofhis cating, and wonderfully 
dereft ir, whennotwithſtanding we 
doe the ſame thar he did. 

O man, who art thou that thus 
preparcſt a ſtaffe for thine owne 
ſh-uldc rs, and pronounceſt a Scene» 
ter ce againſt thy ſclte, while thou 
CON- 
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T be farbiddere Fraijte 9 7 
condemneſt thy father Adam, and * 
yet confidereſt not .that thou thy 
ſelfe art enſnared in his Net, | 

Here propound and confider what: | 
our will is, our knawledge js, ous _ 
wiſdome is, &c. in which we fo in. 
ſolently boaſt our ſclves,yea and hy 
which we imagine and ſuppoſe char 
we can come unto God, when not- 
withſtanding ir is nothing, nothing  . 
elſe but death it ſelfe, and the bitter 
Fruit of the forbidden Tree. 

Is there any amongſt all men who 
underſtand this 2 Who can away 
with this £ To deny,put off, fearfull | 
to reſt in their owne will, wiſdome, 
knowledge, &c. No: doe not moſt 
chuſe and <xtoll them as true gold 
and Eternall Life , when notwitt-» 
Ganding they-are nothing but Eccr- 
nall death. 
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Why the T ree of Knowledge of Good 
and Evill,is mortall and forbidden?” 


| w- may 'be eaſily anſwered by 
| that! which' hath been before 
| related, God ( as right ir is )would: 
be in us both Lord and Maſter ;and 
inthe ſame,will, worke, doe; Jove, 
; omit, thinke, &c, theretore ſhould 
* we befree from all theſe things of 
; this kind : ſo that we ſhould knoar, 
or do rothing, but what God bim- 
{ſcife woulda know: and: doe in-us. 
Which reaſon even 2gainſt its will, 
doth confefſe to be equitie to bim 
that concludes & proves it by truths 
tor what is more equal] then that the 
F otter have ſo full a Dominion over 
his pots,that none of chem challenge 
any the leaſt authoritie to them- 
ſclves 5: ſlice they were not their 
owne makers ; the ſame is our con- 
dition : 
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The forbidden "Fruit. 13 
dition: God alone is called the God 
of underſtanding, knowledge, wil- 
dome, &c. wherefore he alone will 
know all things in us, and by cott- 
ſequence nothing but himfelfe z if 
therefore any man will raſte of the * 
Forbidden Fruit, and ſo know bim- 
ſelfe, be made a God, beof-him- 
ſelfe, ſtand upon his owne bottome, 
and ſo be his own God ; it is neceſ- 
ſary that rogether with Lucifer, he 
fall into the hell of death; and like 
the Dragon be caſt downe from 
Heaven, becauſe the Fruit of that 
Forbidden Tree is death. Where- 
fore God would know onely him- 
ſelfe in us;and for that cauſe would 
have one to know no other ſcience, 
cſteeming this onely neceſſary to 

lite : and will ceach the ſame to us, 
if ſo be we will obediently attend 
him : That is, know onely God, 
| praiſe Him, pray to, and hexre him, 
which things, 1 ſay , he himſclfe 
wonld worke1n-the obedient :. For 


{ 
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12 The forbidden Fruit. 
* thiscauſe the Wiſe Man faith:(W;.} 
5.) Lordte know thee and underſtand 
thee,is all righteouſneſſe. In which he 
juſtifies many, and by conſequence 
much ay Te : __ the 
Wiſe man beaſt himſelfe in his wiſ- 
dome, nor fA = Man in his 
ffrength,. but in this let every man 
heel this he knows me, Ila. 53. Jer. 9. 
Which thing God by the mouth of 
his owne Chriſt, Fob. 17. calleth 
Eternall Life ; For from this know- 
ledge,roote, and Tree of Life, pro. 
cceds all whatſoever can be called 
good or is truely good z This is the 
onely.and true Key of David,which 
fo openeth.that no man ſhutteth,, 
&C, 
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cel} of the abuſe of «ll things how all things 
hel are wncleane to the ancleane fleſb : 

iſ-| yeathoſethings whichinthemſebves 
us arecleane; andwherefore that curte 
an ow fleſh deſireth to know much, and 
9. anthe contrary , how men ought it 
of know nothing but God, and for God, 
thi anduſe all things in God. 


0- Tt loft nature of man, who in 
the Scripture is called the fleſh, 
ne is an inſtrument ſo impotent to all 
ch} things, ſovile, and obſcure, thatKt 
h,] knows neither ro have, ſpeak ordoe 
any thing,but abuſeth and defileth 
it by touching, becauſe he converts 
all things (which are from God, in 
whom truely they are) to himſelfe 
as his proper owne : although he 
y.| ought never to be his own. No nat 
In that Which is his owne, but there- 
in to be ſubjeRt ro God, Neither - 
ought 
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oughr he to challenge to himſelfe 
that wiſdome and knowledge that 


is in him; bur to haveall things free 
inhis God, as if he himſelie had 


arrogates himſclte to himſelfe, and 
will needs be, bave, and know him- 
felfe,and this is the fall and degene- 
rationof 4dam,and his poſterity,in, 
and with all things with them, 
Againe, the true and onely-uſe 
with, andin all things,is thus: God 
would that Adam ſhould know no- 
thing but what he would know'in 
him, ſhould be nothing but whac 
he would be in him ; ſhould doc no. 
thing but what he would doc in 
him ; ſhould have nothing but what 
he would have in him ; This would 
not Adam, bur all thoſe things he 
arrogated to himſelfe, as his owne, 
or rather he himſelfe would be all 
theſe things This is the fall of A- 
-d4»,-and the abuſe of all things in 
all things, by all mankinde; to the 
'end of the world, 


them not. But this-he doth not; but}. 


The: 
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The forbidden Fruit. 15 * 
 Theabuſeis, I lay, to arrogate' 
any thing to mans ſelfe, as his own, 
and not to poſleſle the ſame freely, 


as though he had them not , but to 
ſteale and uſe them from God, in 


and to himſelfe. As for example: - * 


if having Money, Wife, Children, 
knowledge, life it ſelfe , -yea my 
ſelfe, I challenge theſe to my ſelfe 
as my owne, | 

But ſince God exaRts them, it fol- 
lowes that I would therefore de-- 
raine them, and as much as in me is, 
not yeeld them unto God, but knit 
my minde unto them, that I may 
keepe, defend, and never looſe or 
forſake them, (when notwithſtand- 
ing they are Gods and not mine) 
this is the fall of Adam,and his thefr, -_ 
being the abuſe of all things inbred 
in the fleſh : untill man be tranflated 
into a new kinde of eſtate or condi- * 
tion, wherfore it is behoovefull that 
we be borne anew, doe vomit up the 
Fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of- 
Good 


1 3 The fer bidden Fr ut, 

£ Good & Evill: And all theſe things 
* which we baving ſtolen from God 
* as theeves, doe challenge to our 
ſelves, and fo forgetting them re- 
- forethem againe to God ; this tru- 
- lyisthereſurreRion and converſien 
t of Adam; and by this meanes alone 
F ſhall the Fall of Adam be repaired 
| andamended. 

Therefore the true and onelyuſe 
| ofall things, knowne alone tothe 
| regenerate and new man is this : 
That I be altogether free from all 
things, and alone ſubjeR to God: 
agd being void of name, will, and 
knowledge,&c, remaine nothing in 
my ſelfe, neither vindicate, deliver, 
or claime any thing to my ſelfe (be- 
cauſe whatſoever I have, am, know, 
doe, &c. all are of God,) no more 
then the Cow doth for her milke, 
the Tree for it fruit, the Bird for its 
ſong; but wholy referring all things 
to Gog, and have, know, doe, love, 
and be nothing but in him; Thus the 
redeemed, 


The forbidden Fruits W-Þ 
redeemed, free, and perfeR Chriſt». 
ans, have, know, doe, &c. all things; - - 
r | they poſſeſſe, wife, children, lite, 

- | knowledge,wiſdome,ſubſlance,&c.. : 
. | yeaand themſelves — frees. 
| [| ly inthe Lord : neither doe they et- 
* | tribute any thing to themſelves. 
| | evenasif they were nothing , had. 
nothing, knew nothing ; tor they, 
know that God it js, whois, hath, 
knowes, and doth all thoſe thin 

which they are, know, or doe ; {8- 

the Chriſtian hath his wife in the 

Lord, that is, doth not challenge 

her to himſelfe as his owne, bug. 

freely deſigneth her to God, whole 
ſheis, and from whom ſhee is leng; 
unto him, whom he is willing to re=, 
ſtore whenſocver it ſhall pleaſe God 
to require her, and as he never chal. 

lengeth her to himſelfe as his own” * 

even ſohe ever enjoyes her in God, 

and jn, aud for God, loyes. her z' 

This P4»{ and David cals.ir,to lng, 
rejoyce,marry, & haye inthe Lon : 
nat 
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that is, to reduce all things unto 
God, in him, know, love, have,be, 
doe all things, neither\detraR any 
thing from God as my proper owne 
and right. 

And whoſoever have not thus 
their knowledge, Wife, Children, 
and themſclves in the Lord, they 
offend in this ; becauſe they love 
them, it being a carnall love out of 
God; And fo far are all things un. 
cleane to the uncleane, that even his 
prayers are finne unto him, yea his 
praiſcs of God, fiſts, orations, ſup- 
plications, God deſpiſeth- accord- 
ing tothe Prophet: And although. 
he be bountifull to the poore, yer 
he doth it in yaine. Briefly , what 
he doth, he doth ir in vaine, ir is not 


T 


pleaſing but diſpleafing unto God : 


"Whether hc love or hate his Wife, 
Children,and Neighbours,wherher 
he chide or pray, all things are un- 
eleane unto him, wife, children, 
feilds,. lands, money, poverrie, ri- 

ches, 


VE " "Y WP 4 


” WC VO WW UW 


_ 


er ce ex 


The forbidden Fruit, 19 7 


ches, fame, infamy,life,death,know-" 


ledge, learning, yea God himſelfe. 
And laſtly, he is unfit for any thing 
that is good, 'By himſelfe, he is e- 
vill,finfull, and nothing, And what 
ſhew of goodneſle ſocyer is in him, 
it is ſtained by an hypocriticall eye 
and affeRion; Therefore its no mat- 
ter what he hath, knoweth,or doth, 
heis a Veſlell of no price, an evill 
Tree, unprofitable for any good 
worke,fince both his mind and con- 
ſcience is depraved. | 

Therefore before all things it-is 
neceſſary,that with Nicodemws they 
be borne againe, that all things with 
them may become new unto them, 
the fleſh muſt be changed into the 
ſpiric, and ſo ceaſe to be fleſh, For 
itis ſoimpure and every way defi. 
rous of ics owne againe, => ſo in-. 
feted and depraved with the poy- 


ſon of fin, that it draweth all things | 


ko it ſelfe, ſceketh it ſelfe in all 
things, and arrogateth that to ir 
ſelte 


& Tp: The forbidden Fruit, 
Felfe as its owne,which itknoweth, 
toyerh, or doth, and hath all things 
under a falſe pretence, and out of a 
loyeto it felfe. Neither doth it love 
any thing but what is pleaſant and 
profitable for it ſelfe.But a Chrilti- 

an loverh an unprofitable, ficke, and 

loathſome Wite tor God, and hath 

ker not for his pleaſure or profit 

onely, but for Gods will and plea- 
ſure. 

Thenaturall and fleſhly man doth 
nothing but out of a love ro him- 
ſelfe, and whatſoever he doth, he 

| hath aneye 8& refleteth upon him- 
ſelfe,and in what he ſees, he can find 
to delight himſelfe in, he is willing 

'to meddle with thar. 

Hence itis that the houſe of ſor- 
row, poyerty,banifhment, troubles, 
fickneſſes and reprehenfions, and 

whatſoever he ſees harſh unto him, 
he hates no lefle then the Devill 
doth the Crofle of Chriſt Jeſus ; 

But whatſoever is excellent, great, 

_  plcaſant, 
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1, pleaſant, beautifull, &ec. to this ke | 
sf cleaves as faſt as the clay to the 
al wheele z Whereby he may enjoy 
ef what he ſawand defired in thein, 
41 Briefly, hedoth nothing bur out 
;.| of alove to himſelfe , and in what 
4} hedoth, hechallengerh the chiefe - | 
hj part to himſelfe;I ſay,that in all his 
it] ations both with God and Man, 
1-| he reſpeRs nothing but his 0wane 
| profirand pleaſure, whichif he be 
hj deprived off, he looſeth his chear- 
1-| fulneſſe and alacrity of ſpirit, and -- 
ie becomes ſorrowfull, and defiſts ey: 
1- | worke any further, what therefore 
dj can be done by ſuch a man as this, 
g | butwhatis uncleane 2 

But the regenerate man being. 
r- | borne of God, doth quitecontrary -. 
s, | inall hisaRions, he is defirons of © + 
d | the common profit, being " 
ther ſo affected 8 diſpoſed as God 
his Father , He doth nothing bue 
moſt freely ſubjeRted unto G 
ſuffreth him to doe and care forall 


things «.. 


——— 
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things in him ; ſo that it followes 

that in this man is the meere nature 

and worke of God; and he or ra- 
ther God in him repaires to the 
humble, poore, ficke, and to thoſe 
thatare inthe houſe of ſorrow, to 
helpeand comfort them : by whar. 
ſoever God hath either given him, 
or doth worke in him, as his ſub- 

, milke, and conſolation, -and 
in all thoſe things he lookes upon 
no other thing but onely God;who 
rather in him onely lookes upon 
" himſelfe ; Neither is it the Man, 
but God in the Man, who commu. 
nicateth to other neceſſities, loves, 
prayes, heares, worſhips, honours, 
wills, and poſleſſeth. 

_ Thirdly, Ads would know,and 
therefore labours for much know- 
ledge, and ſo Eates of the forbidden 
- Fruit, that he may live and become 
+ agreatone, even God; and for this 
onely end the whole World naw a- 
dayes applics ir (elfe roall ftudies ; 

becauie 
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becaule it deſires not to dye in ob- 
ſcuritie and oblivion, but to live 
and flouriſh, not in the lower de- 
rees of eſtimation, but in the chie» 
ſeate of reputation and honour, 

and with all ro know all things that 
poſſible it can, that ſo ir may be 
made famous, and thereby be glo- 
rified and delighted therein,where- 
fore every day he works more and 
more to encreaſe his knowledge, 
by which he may be more & more 
eminent, greater, and more like un- 
to God ; that if it were poſſible to 
know more then God, that with 
Lucifer he might be equall with 
him, But that this ambition was the 
fall of Lucifer, no man will conſl- 
der z but every manin thoſe proſe. 
cutions, diſputations, and ſtudies, 
for knowledg ſeeketh for life, whea 
indeed therc is in them nothing bur 
bitter death ; which bBrh in Lucifer, 
as alſo in Adam moſt manifeſtly 
q oth appeare. 


B Trucly 
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Truely, it isa wonder that of thi}, 
forbidden Tree of Death , every mangr 
ſhould be ſo much defirous to care fly 
Gods will is that we know nothing 

but what he will know, write, an 
reach inus ; and that being void off 
all knowledge, prudence and wiſe, 
dome 1in our ſclves, we becomeſ4 
fooles, we remaine under him ag 
foolcs and babes ; but we bufie ourſ, 
ſelves about the obtaining of many((, 
chouſands of Sciences, and treaſurga 
them up untoourlſelves,as if in themſg 
our lite conſiſted, that like to Godly 
we are ighorant of nathing, and allþt 
Acſh defireth rather ro be like untofc 
'God, then to Chriſt, q 
Burt on the contrary , Gods will 
Itis,that before this be, we as Chriſthn, 
was , be deprived of every thing 
that is our own,and be wholly ſubKk} 
jet unto him : Have, know, doefe; 
love, be nofhing, but what Godp; 
hath,kaowes, doth, loveth, is in usfhi 
F.r by this privation and denyallgy 
. W122. 
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will God draw us uato himſelfe, 
make us like God,and teach all men 
ewiſdome in him, & not out ofthem- 
S4{clves. 
nd Therefor2 the knowledge of 
dM Chriſt in Men is quite contrary un 
eftothis; For he hath known nothing, 
nqdoth, or wills to know nothing, 
abut only God, this is his rejoycing, 
utJfor this onely cauſe doth he learne 
nfciences,or rather doth Godin himz 
IgAnd to this with all his endeavour ' 
2MI& ſtrength doth he apply hiniſelfe: - . 
odthat as in Adam he was made ſorfie- 
allſthing, even ſo in Chriſt and with 
qChrift, he may be brought- tg no- 
thing againe , andall his knowledge 
Tiland ſciences,even as it were fooliſh- 
qneſſe and deadly poy ſon, he may vo. 
it up againe , and eſteeme as no- 
hing ; that he may wipe out of the 
ables of his heart ali humane arro- 
Sancy , having ation, knowledge, 
and ſcience : to the end that nothing 
nay remaine there, but onely thar 
pl B 2 ._ which 
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which God teacherb, and .by hi 
owne finger writeth, 
Briefly, atrue Chriſtian is ace 
tain bare naked thing , who with Sc 
crates knowes nothing but this that if 
knowes notbing ; In theſe bleſſed ; 
unknowing fooles , God will know 
things, if 10 it. be,man know howt 
emptic himſelfe, and to caſt awa 
the baſeneſſe of his old ragges ; By* 
theflcſh for this onely.cauſe dof 
-learnethat it may be ſomething, ef 
. rather be all things, know, have 
. and doe all things ; whereas the ſpy” 
ritu2l] man learnes onely for thiſ” 
cauſe, that before God he mayt 
made nothing to himlſelfe and : 
other creatures whatſocyer, th : 
thereby God may be all chings i k 
him : know. have, doe, love, and! 


livean;him ; this is behoovefull 
be&nowne ; this is the true uſe « 
all things, and for this onely < 

ougit we to labour [oO know al 
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But every fleſbly minded man, who 
delongs tothe Kingdome of Satan, 
ce lyes captivated under his power, 
sShinkes farce otherwiſe ; and defen- 
i: Wdecth quite contrary ; and therefore 
,u5 in the frghr of God fooliſhneſſe, 
» Fickedneſle, finne,and Satan; From 
7 (YRence it iS that he eſteemeth their 
a1iſdome to be fooliſhnes, their life 
> Jto be death, and righteouſites finne, 
odeccountingtheir love no betrer then 
Jhatred: | 
4 Fourthly, the naturall man hath 
ſpſmany goods, wife, children, lite, 
-ilriches, knowledge, wiſdome, will, 
7h glory, honour, name, and all things 
gas his own proper ; theſe he arro- 
gates to himſelfe, to theſe he ap- 
« i] plies his minde ; theſe are pleaſant, 
profirable, and deare unto him. Bur 
if they be taken from him, and God 
exact his owne, then the theefe ap- 
peares, neither will he yillingly 
and 1end them againe : he turnes him- 
ſclfe, and ſecketh for all ſafeguards - 
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and wayes of c{cape, and meant 
whereby he may rctaine them {till a 
and award God the proper own a 
of them, who now exacts them off c 
him : the whole World Ilyes ſicke iqf t 
this miſcry, and thoſe things that } 
'are Gods, are abuſed by men. And 1 
9 
C 
] 
| 


what is common to all, or rather ac+ 
com nodated from God, he Il:bours 
as much as in him Iyes to make it 
his owne, and whenſocver he is to 
reſtore it againe,he doth it very un- 
willingly, 

But if it be ſo, that that which he 
hath ſtolen from God, is now no | 
longer profitable or delightfull une] | 
to him, he then ſurrenders it of his] 
owne accord.. Andif it ſo be, God] 
giveth it againe into his owne bo- 
ſome,and if it be Gods will, he ſhall]- 
retaine it longer, yet will he nor re- 
taine it, if he beabletorciiſt it by]. 
compulfion; if he have it, it.is with 
great reſiſtance, ſo that before God 

| berather wilfull caſt@them away; 
| then retaines them. So 
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- Sois itthar the fleſh, which hath 
all things out of God, offends inalf; 


q and becauſe it apprehendsall things 
q out of God, it necc{larily followes, 


that althovgh it have all things, yet 
bath it nothing, For what can it have 
who wanteth God, the effence of 
all things, and in whom all things: 
ſublaſt : Surely they can be no ot cr 
then like Tantilus Siticns, ard Me- 
aeas. Againe,whart can he want wli9 
hath God, and in him all things, 
fince that God is all in all. | 

Hence it 1s, that oftentimes thoſe 
that ſeeme to have all things, have 
truely nothing, and thoſe that have 
nothing,may truely be ſaid ro have 
all things. 

On the contrary, the yew Man 


-hath nothing but only God,where- | 


in he can glory ; neither doth he a-'- 
by way claime any thing to himſclfe 
bur God , As for that which God 
gives him, he uſeth it for Gods ſake 
as his gift and reward, ready to ren. -// 
B4, der - 
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der itevery moment,as it ſhall pleaſ 
God to exatt it; For he can willing 
ly reſtore that which he did nevet 
Claime as his owne, but as God dit 
give, or rather lend it unto him 
that he willingly permits God at 
his pleaſure to aſſume it from him, 
Briefly,he uſeth all chings as the tra» 
vcller doth his-Inne,or a friend mo- 
ney committed to his caſtody, rea- 

dy cvery houre to reſtore it backe, 
This Paultermes ſo to have any 
thing as not to have it,or as though 
thou hadſt ir not : ( which in the 
eyes of the World is accounted 
meere folly) that is,that thou arro- 
gate nothing unto thy ſclfe ; offend 
in nothing williogly, forſake all 
things, and with God(as a true wife 
- with her husband have all things 
- common) Wife, Children, Money, 
- life, and all things elſe he loveth in 
' *Gad, and for God; and therefore 
keeps them, loves them, hath chem, 
_ nd takes them as lent from God; 
| | ready}. 
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ready to yeeld themto God againe» 


a whenſoever he requites them; all *: 
0 the gifts of God, as wife, children» _ * 


and all otherthings he loveth onely 
for the givers ſake, andthe giver a- 


1 bove all his gifts ; and: although 


ſome things are cottrary to his na- 
ture, as the Croſle,death, cxile, &g; 
yet heloverh all things alike, and 
this it is to have; know, love. and 
marry in the Lord. - | 

But the world and worldly.min- 
ded-men,are carried headlong unto 
the gifts of God:, as the Sow-unto 
the Dunghil), Never doe thy any 
whit reſpethe giver bur thegift ; 
with the which they commit adul- 
tery,challengivg byright unto rh E- 
ſelves z and fo lovg:as it: is cither 
pleaſant or profitable unto them, fo 
long they -dearely efteeme-it : and 
willingly will not permit God tro 
have it againe z whatſoever is con- 
trary.unto them therein, that they: 
wwillingly Juffer, though 'iteome 
7 Bs - by: £8 
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by divine providence unto them ; 
| forincontinently they looke abour 
them which way they may pull t| 
their neckes out of the yoake : and t 
therefore whatſoever they under J a 
take, doe, ſpeake, &c. thar they al. Þ | 
together abuſe; and-in the abule it] 
ialtogether unfit for any good : | 1 
untill thcy ceaſe ro be that which] t 
they are , and being trar.ſl«ted into-| 1 
Chriſt, become in hi;n new crcas | | 
tures, 

| 

| 


Here it wi'l availe nothing to 
patch up with God, for if thou ſtop 
one hole, or fill up one creviſt, ano» 
ther will preſcntly be made z there- 
fore it is neceſſary. that men be born 
againe, and altogcther forget this 
Tree of Knowledge of Good and | 
Evill. And bricfly , be quite con- 
trary to what he 1s. or hath beene. 
He is fleſh, borne of fleſh unto death, 
and therefore it is bchoovefull,that 
he be made.ſpirir, born of ſpirit un- 

to-life;; Vyhich before he be all 
IRE cu things. 
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things are uncleane unto him z; as he 
is himſclfe, although all things in 
themſclves are very good ; yeruaze 
dF they perverſe and evill unto him; 
r- | asall things ſeeme blew to himthat 
[. } lookes upon them through a blew. . 
it | perſpective : all things degenerates. 
: | into the nature of the poſſeſior, and 
h-| thezefore all things by Adam are. 
0.1 made vanitie, although by them-. 
» | ſelves(as ever they have been) they 
are good: For all food is ſayoury,. 
0 | according to the pallet and tempe-. =: 
p| rature that receives it : even ſo is e- 
» | very thing according as hethat poſ- 
- | ſefleth and hathvit, is cleane to the- 


1 | cleane, uncleane to the, unckanez 

S | it cannot be otherwiſe but that alj: 
} | things be unjuſtly done, loyed,pray- 

+ | ed for, knowne,and retained;wiiich: _.. 
an unjuſt'man doth love, pray: for, * 
, | know,and retaine,as the very words 
themſelves declare; For how can is 
be that a wicked man can doe any. 
thiwg juſtly, a looliſh.man ſpeake a+ 
ey 842.4 - nyy » 
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thing wiſely, an uncleane man 
56any thing purely, a. lying man 
«Fe any thing truely, 
+, fthly, the natural] man, as be. 
te hath been ſaid, is Fleſh, borne 
of the ficſh, altogether otan unclean 
nature, perverſe, and'adulterous,the 
ſervant of Satan,ſprong ofthe Seede 
of the Serpent, ſedtced and turned a- 


_ - way by his word, and the tree of 


knowledge ; and ſo infected with 
poyſon, that betwixt ZLec:fer and 
Adamthere is ro difference : for-as 
all crue Chriſtians are of Chriſt the 
ſonnes of God, gods and God him- 
ſelfe,ſfoare all the ſonnes of the De- 
vill, the Devill; being 6t the ſame 
kindred and of-ſpring,appertaining 
tothe fame Kingdome and Cove- 
nant; as Princes and Subjeds.to tho 
ſame, being all in the ſame cſtate of 
condemnation, neither is there any 
remedy to prevent this jayle ;-bur 
that a man put off #he old man, (0 as 
he be ao-longer-man, but a new of- 
ſpring | 


Q 
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MM 


ſpring and creature borne of God. 


Hence we may eaſily gather, whar 
is the naturall prudence, juſtice, and 
knowledge of man, to wit, fooliſh. 
neſſe, ſinne, and enmitie unto God , 
becauſe that all fleſh is an enemy 
unto God , friends unto Satan, .and 
altogether of the ſame: wit, nature, 
will, and birth, and as it were his 
ficth and bloud; In ſo much as he 1s 
nothing. bur an enemy unto God; 
can perceive nothing rhat is divine 
would benothing but without God 
or rather his owne God. 

Artributing all that is good to 
himſelfe, as Adamand Lacifer did, 
the Father ofthe flcſh: theſe are the 
Fruits of the forbidden Tree. 

But the Chriſtian is borne of God, 
5 a ſpirit and life,altogether of a di 
vine nature;and nothing elſe butthe 
Image of God; or-if:you will a vi»: 
ſible and corporall God ; who bes 
wg made one- with God, is of the- 
lame nature: rich in love, dcefizons © 
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of the common profit ; attributing 
nothing to himſclfe ; hike to God ; 
rec, ſtrong, void of proprietie, am- 
bition, and anger. 

Briefly, or ina word, whatſoever 
can be ſaid or may be ſaid of God, 
may 1n its kinde be ſaid of the true 
Chriſtian, ſince now it 15 not, he 
that lives but Chriſt lives in him: 

*Nor now he is anything , but God 
is all things in him: that is, whatſo- 
ever he ſpeaks, teacheth, hath, wils, 
&c. and athough they unwillingly 
carry the old man about them, yet 
never doe they live unto him, but 
alwayes contrary, earneſtly ende- 
youring themſclyes againſt him,un- 
till they have quite put him our. 

Thercfore to conclude this Chap- 
ter, the true uſe of all things is 
knowne onely to the fincere Chris 

Kiaps, and the abuſe ro the naturall 

man : Not yet juſtified , living in 
himſelfe: who can neither uſe,ſpeak,. 
gcach, doe, love; know, have, or not: 


have: 
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have any thing truely ; But with all 


hath a defiled, both conſcience: and. © 
minde. 3 317 
Hence it is that he is altogether 
unfit for any good worke, like 
black Collier; and in all his ations 4% 
like a ſtage-player, fooliſh, blinde, 
dumb, deafe, abſcene, and wicked, © 
In a word, whatſoever evill. man: 
hath, or title can be invented, it is 
proper unto him, untill ke returne 
from the Tree of Knowledge of : 
Good and Evill ; unto the Tree of 
Lite; and eating thereof, and hebe - 
delivered from the Kingdome of: : 
Darknefle into the Kingdome of - 
Light : Ocherwiſe the fleſh doth ale 
wayes retaine its proper nature, ad: 
hath in all things a falſe andiutgod. 
ly cauſe andend, for-which irdoth. 
every thing that it doth, Ina word, . 
he altogetberaimes it himſelfe, yea. . 
under a pretence of God ; although: 
he thinke himſelfe to know, love,. 


and: defire God: onely for God, 
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without any reſpeRt had to him 
ſelfe. No man hath yet truely lear 
ned toknow himſclte, the ficſh be. 
= ſo cunning and craftie 10 excuſ 
itſelfe, no man knowes whether -or 
no he ſinnes in all his workes, ſo 
unſcarchable 15 thecraftineſle of the 
heart , yea no man truely under. 
Nands, that inall his workes, as in 
his loving, Coing, ſpeaking, know- 
ing, praying,giving, willing, having, 
poſic fling, &c. he mortally finnes, 
untill he be redeemed, and pulled 
out of the dregs of Adam, and tran. 
ſlated into Chriſt, he become a new 
Creature ; Of which things rcade 
Paul & Bochius, de conſolatione Phi- 
loſephie,, the third Booke and the 
tenth proofe : How: we muſt live 
unto God, and.ſo be made bleſled. 
iohim.-” 
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How Manbeing of God could ſin ; and 
what it was that moved him1o (m. 


AP was nottakenout of God, 
or made of a Spirit, bur of no- 
thing of the Earth ; if he had been 
taken out of God, he could never 
have fallen by fin; as thoſe #has are 
born of God cannot ſin : Joh, 3. but 
God created him of nothing, and 
then lefr him to himſelf and his 
own arbitrament whether he could 
return to his own nothing again,or 
according tothe order of his kind 
be drawn unto God. Sinin Man and 
in the Devill-is nothing elſe but 
that they do avert themſelves from 
the condition of their creation, and” 
that which they are unto their Vas 
pity and nothing again ; the efſence 


of Man and Satanis very good , but * : 


this is their nature acquired in ſhcir ; 
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fall, that they ſtrive to be not that 
which they are, to wit,nothing,but 
that which they arenot, and ſodo 
turn themſelves from God, As if 
it ſo were, that that nothing of 
theirs were ſomething in it ſelf. 

This 1s fin, this is that devill in 
all our hearts, which ſtirreth up all 
fin in us : For as foon as Adam by || 
the inſtin of the Serpent fell away | 
from God, and returned unto his 
nothing again, he was indeed made 
nothing : whichthing Satan, who 
before had fallen into hjs nothing, 
did ſpin and weave into the heart of 
Adam,by the externall objcR of the 
tree ; and he made the fruit of the 
tree ſo pleaſant to behold, that no 
ſooner they beheld it,but they were 
inflamed with a defire to eat of that 
fruit z For which cauſe it is written 
(Fer. 9.) that death enters in by the 
windows,thatis by the fight ofthe 
Eyes. | | 
And this moved the Schoolmen 

FE to 
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to define fin to be nothing , that 154 . 
no creature of God : Neither that 
death which it produced : both 
which came 1nto the world by the 
malice of Satan ; and for the ſame 
cauſe fin brought man back again 
into his firſt nothing;wherefore rhe 
Devilland Adam are run out ofthe 
fight of God ; He not acknowledg- 
ing them for his own: neither ha- 
ving any commerce or ſociety with 
them : So long as they do not ac-: 
knowledge their vanity ; therefore 
ſince man by ſta is made nothing 
before God ; and yet will not ac- 
knowledge himſelf to be nothing; 
but even then eſteeme himſelf to. 
be ſomething, it is neceſſary thatſa 
long he be expelled out of the pre- 
ſence of God, till he be made no« 
thing in his own heart :then_dotts 
God love his hand, and creates 
him againe of nothing: For -Godl 
knows not how to create any thing 
of fomething, but of nothing, for 
* thax” 2: 
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that is-his nature : Herthart yet is not 
nothing ,. he cannot hope that he 
ſhall be ſomething ;wherefore be- 
have thy ſelf tro Godward quietly, 
like a liveleſſerrunk , as thou didſt 
in thy creation : Suffer God to doz 
Faſt, Feaſt, and Reſt, and do thou 
nothing at all , leſt it happen that 
thou be taken witha deſire of the 
forbidden tree, or any other thing; 
or eſteem thy ſelf to be ſomething 
aceording as the Law commands, 
yer doth it not ceaſe to curſe and 


_ . condemne us, untill ir hath brought 


vs udto that ſpirituall Sabbath; that 
fo forſaken in our ſelves, we do no 
more work- to our new birth then 
we did: to our firſt creation, but 
onely ſuffer; Sothat our aQions are 
onely ro donothing, and be like a 
Rone orcrunk, For this defire to be 


- fomething is alwayes that: which 


Þrings to nothing; 
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| Wherefore the Tree of the Knowledge 
| of good and evill was created, then 
forbiddento Adam, and now tow, 
ſince God knew that both he and 
we (hould eat death from the ſame, 
and what uthat Tree, 
Y Herefore was Adam and 
Eve forbidden this Tree, 
{ceing tro know Evil is not Evil. If 
Adam had not knowngoodin him- 
{clf, God had been alone good ins 
him, and he had not arrogated any - 
thing to himſelf, but had beenas 
free from pride theretn, as a bird is 
in her {ong,an horſe in }:is ſtrength, 
a Cow1n her milk, anda Tiec in its 
fruit; but aſſoon as he knew good, 
and.confidered it what it was ; a$a 
beautifull woman doth her beauty, 
he arrogated it to himſclf, and ther» 
in became a theefunto God, 
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This God forcknew, and there- 
fore was unwilling that Adam 
ſhould know good,that ſo he might 
walkin his innocencie,and be igno- 
rant both of Good and Evill : For 
this cauſe God ſaid unto him, thou 
ſhalt nor eat of ir, as if he had ſaid 
beware, leſt thou thy ſclf deſire to 
know whatis Good or Evil ; but 
ſuffer me to be all things, and be 
thou quier in all things, that that 
good which I an, and defire to 
work alone, I may work it in thee, 
 tomyownpraiſeinthee,according 

"as Idoitinthe reſt of the creatures; 
And thus he was forbidden to 
* :know Evil, for God knew, that as 

ſoon as Adam had ſmelt what Evill 

-was, it being of its own nature, like 

.,.to him nothing, would be pleaſing 

to hin, and ſoit would come to 

. paſſe thathe would defire and affet 
the ſame. 

Beſides this, another cvill hath 
{ Tiſen from hence, that that evill 
1M, Which 
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The forbidden Fruit. 
which man according to his nature 
delighted to do, he denieth that he 
hath done it. Thus pulling his own 
neck out of the yoke, he accuſeth 
the Serpent that it was done by it. 

Again,the good which God doth 
in him,and which is not his own, he 
falfly contendeth thathe hath done 
ichimſelf, being deceived with a 
preſumptuous opinion of his own 
power and ſtrength ; this being the 
peryerle eſtate and condition into 
which Adam did fall willingly; 
therfore after that Adam was fallen 
into this perverſe wiſdom , by eat- 
ing of the forbidden Fruit, and his 
own arrogancie, he was ſodepra- 
ved, that whatſocver he thinks, 
ſpeaks, or doth, is difpleafing unto 
God ; and we all in him have caten 


death,and fallen into the ſame eftate © 
. and condition ; but after we are rai- . . 
ſed from death, and redeemed from *-- 


It again, by means of Chriſt, there 
is the ſame reaſon that the Tree of 


knowled * __ 


"a. % "F 
« _—_ - 
G * 
” = —_—— - y 
"a 
» 
_ 
, 


a. 
ww a 
Pg 


46 The forbidden Frut, 
" knowledge of Good and Evill, 
ſhould be alſo forbidden us, kk af- 
terward we fall into the ſame cſtate 
again : wherefore the next way of 
comming unto God is this : that 
now Adam With all his children ab- 
ain from this tree, that is, deny it, 
vomit up the Forbiddex Fruit, and 


repent himſelf of his wit, as if ir 
were fooliſhneſle, 
But when we eat of the Forbid- 
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den Fruit or Trce, God forgives 
us, but upon this condition, that 
for ever afterward we faſt, and al- 
wayes repent our ſelves of our firſt 
cating. 

This tree is planted in every one 
of our hearts, and is nothing elſe 
but our own wit, reaſon, fleſh,know- 
ledge, and will, tro which as long 
as we adhere, and are not made foo- 
liſh ia our ſelves, and as little chil- 
dren, we can have no pardon from fa 
God; wheref:re we muſt cither abs fi 
ſtain fromthis wiſdom,and _ | 

| ittle $ 
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lictle children again, or elſe want 
God;'and that prohibition of God, 
cat not of the tree : if thou do thou 
ſhale die, is the ſame with that ſay- 
ing of Chriſt, except ye renounce 
your ſelves,and hateyourown life, 
ye cannot enter into the' kingdom 
of God; For what was ſpokennnto: 
t} 4damn, the ſame alſo was faid unto 
us ; neither is oureſtateto be amen. 
- Ided any other'wayes then rhat"of 
$|_A4dams;'the hearts of all are like 
t ito a vellell which ſmels: of thar 
- [matter and meat which Adam did 
t Firſt powerinto ir. | 
: Thertore as Adam declined from 
e [God and inclined towards himſelf, 
c Jand made himſelf as it were a wiſe 
7. Ideaſter , and admired himſelf like 
g Jalittle God, rhe ſame isalfo freſh 
neverycarnall heart. 
Now therefore, we muſt labour 
asit were to go backward,;and that 
inbred witof {dams is to be re- 
Red, andeſteemed of usno 0ther= 
v\ : ——_ 
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wiſe then fooliſhneſle. 
. .  Heremany things are to be 
learned, and this we are to leart 
;gadknow, that all our conceit a 
Opinioncf wit 15 togliſhnefle, an 
.thatwhich ſeparates us from Goy 
:and handers us 4o that we canng 
.attainrhetruewiſdom indeed ; am 
wemutt labour to be freed tron 
.che bondage of our ſelves. And ti 
- chis work we ſhould all apply c 
felves; to wit , quietly to reſt 0 
celves, not '1n knowledge, bur i 
;God known; and ſo affet know 
ledge onely as an Index,which « 
ily ſhews and paints out God any: 
- ,usand isof God; That is the Fri 
| -of:the Tree of Life , and nor of thi. 
% -Treeof Knowledge of Good an 
= iEvill;towit, that we permit Go 
© - tobe,know,love;and haveall thing. 
iirvus, ſoghar he ſpeak, work, kno; 
and loye in us nething burhimiſe; 
when, wheee , and whereforc'F) 
Xt CS" 7 > F ul 
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| - Faulian th' Apoſtate: ignorant-of © * 
wy this {ccret, againſt whom Cirjlt 
ro _ writes, was greatly offended at this: ' 
ay that God would have man to know + 
dg neither good norevil,or rather that © 
off -he yould have Man to have, teach, 
ng. be; and will nothing at all,&c, He 
wg (1 ſay) was offended at this. _- -, -- 
rol But if the matter be brought un- 
ad tothe light of truth , we ſhall find 
' ou that all this happened becauſe afuss 1 
uy even as a Father forbids ang'de-- :: 
tf rains a (word from his ſon, knowing - 
of - that if he had it, he would hurthimg= 
al "{clf ypon ir, or otherwiſe abuſe it; }..: 
ny. ln the ame manner Gad denied ug» +: 


el {to Adoy, andallo untous,thateree 
iy. of Knowledge, for our profitand 7 


wy. good; Neither did heenvy'us ther... > 
Fin, buc onely did 1040; prevenrthe- © 
in-focuxeevill, into which hefareſag.. 
10; we ſhould fall; For he 
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*defireito-be his own God; other- 
viſe God'had nor-cated though 
 Adarts had eaten of that tree for ſa- 
tiety.For aſlſvonas Adam had eaten 
- of: it; there. followed thereupon 
' eſeif-love, and arrogating all things 
46 bimſclfo, praiſe, and all other 
VICES. + © | | 
'. -'' So God in all his command- 
ments hath reſpeR not ſo much to 
: Himſelfas to us and our falyation, 
-which not he but we enjoy : as-F0b 
himſelf. doth manifeſtly confeſſe, 
-that'God is neither hurt by our 
irs; nor profited by our righteoul- 
-nefſe,but ſtil] remaineth aneternall, 
-, -paſe&, and impaſſible- God, ' to 
2. whom nothing can be added or any 
&- 4-thing detracted ; though we try, s 
= can wenot makea Heaven, neithe 
- © put rhe Sun out of them; nor-dri 
., *<lp@Fountain; but all theſe things 
| ixemainincheſanmc eftire and com 
4ition:wherein' God hath plac 
- tha; He that allumes tothrowys 
"i =. "> ; w t : 
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ſtone againſt Heaven ,-it will fall 
upon his own head... -; ; - - 
Therefore we can make God Nei- 
"I ther richer nor poorer, greater-tior 
ny leſſer, no he is no way advaritaged 
ny by us, though we all adhere unto 
|| him : onely he hath a care onus to 
I] belpus;we neverdeſcrve tobe'whas . - 
| weare, therefore we ought toatiris 
-| bute the cauſe of all our gogd. to: 
0} him onely, and give himtheglory: 
I he hath an open hand more readie 
to give then we are to receive zrielt * # 
© toallthoſc that callupon him; -Neiws 
uy ther doth he defire any chiog a at.Our 
hands but onely this: that wequiets * 
II, ly recelye of him taat which be:ts © 
tf willingly pleaſed to give, forthe 
DJ that, with quierneſſe doth qt 36>. 
celye,can haye no hope. thithe 
receive;all our wirwe onght-badly 
to imploy to:this end; rathedeny: 
'S of ourſelves. © 11152 yo 
This: ſhould make -us nothing, 
X A chlo rd. proſtcate: hague_ | 
©& P. 
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at the feet of God, 
And to the effeRing of this de. 
nying of our ſelves , all our know- 
ledge ought to be diteRed,; but that 
knowledge onely which proceeds 
from God,can effe@ it; it can riiake 
a man nothing, a child, a fool, and 
cafts him down at the feet of God; 
Bur that knowledge that puffs upa 
Man, making him great and wife in 
| bis own conceit, ſuch being the 
wiſdom of the world, comes not 
from God , but is rather the Ser- 
pents ſeed and forbidden fruit. Now 
every one that eateth of the forbidden 
Tree, for no other cauſe eateth he 
thereof, but onely that he may ob- 
raina great name, honour,titles,and 
Yry; that he may have prehemi- 
ce tobe counted the light of the 
. World. And by this mearis he eat- 
eth death in ſtead of life. This/the 
| holy Scriptures teſtifie unto us, fot 
whereas we ought to 'khow we 
io, ever mah Jearns' 
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know and be wiſe in all things. _ 
F Now here ſome man might en. . 
_ | quire,why therfore did God creat 
« | the Tree, if he foreknew thar borki 
s | <Adam and we would eate death 
& | thereof, and not rather hinder our 
4 finne ? | 
I anſwer, that God at. the firft 
z | made us of earth, and affuredly did 
& | know that we would not conflantly 
e | abidein the eſtate of our creation, 
rt | and yet he ſuffered Adam to take | 
-- | his courſe, and make triall of miſe» 
vy | Tie; that forced through forxow 
x | #nd death he might hatte to God 
e | 78ain; for ſo itwasto be thar God 
z- | would create him again out of ſor- | 
4 | row, and make bhimagainanew; not 
j4 | as before of nothing, bae with 
uoce of himſelf ; this God foreſaw + 
rom all eternitic,and therefore ſuf- 
tered his fal,and gave way tharman 
ſhould firſt taſte ofthebirrerneſſe of 
death ; before that he would give 
him the ſweertnefſe of erernall life 
C 4, by 
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by which he might know the better 
what he hath in God,and what that 
life is compared with death, which 


before he taſted. 
Befides it was meete that God ſuf. 
fered the freedome of finne, rather 


then reſtrained it, as well for many 


other cauſes as more ſpeciall for 
this, that otherwiſe it had been co. 
ation and force, and not libertie, 
and alſo the goodnefle of God and 
his mercy, having no other objcR, 
could never have been manifeſted in 
his Creature: Therefore it bchoved 
that things ſhould come thus to paſs 
bythe providence of God, & yeeld 
without necefſitie, or any fault in 
"God , Reade Brentins lib 4.& Am- 
brof.i in Ram. 9. 
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2 
Of the two kinds of K newlide; and 
Will, and how the one ang re 
fiſts the other. 


Here is nothing under 125 ne, 
m For; it ma Ee ſaid to;he is 
2 | fold, that is, Juſt and wicked, Good 
d} 2nd Evill, Now juſt, and avon 
which is evill and wicked, mz! 
hike manner be faid tg be tyof 5h | 
the oneaccording to the, jud cmncnt, : 
of God, .and the other apgcorging to 
the eſtimation and opinion of mn... 

And now ſeeing God.is ajpitir, 

and Men fleſh, comrary; aarke oh 
It, jt followes ,that all cheir.jud 
DE, , Wills, noviJedges, and ac i 
ons, bc contrary and repugnant gre. : 
to the other. Whence ie, 1s, what 
4man ,callerh good, right, ſweer, 
Jlighr, life, knowledge; wiſdome, ju-. | 
o& &c. Godeſtcems thattobe e- 
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"vill, wicked, bitter, darknes, death, 
fooliſhneſſe,atd fine, according as. 
the Scriptures teſtific of God, and; 
of theWorld. 

- ** Therefore there is nothing in the 
world,bur it may be called good or 
evill, :ccording :$che judgements. 
of men are diſpoſed, to: whom its 
propoſed. What God. is untothe 
world, the fame is the Devill unto: 
God; and ſv on the contrary ; So: 
tharnothing canbe called'Evill,bur 
all things are in their orderright'and: 
200d, and evill and wicked', accor- 
ding as the Torehſtore is,by whict 
they are examined. 

If T{ay,tharcthe Word of God is. 
falſe, fooliſhnes'& herefic, the ſame: 
#true inthe judgement and opini. 
onof the world yand thus allthings 
are twofold, either good, or evil!; 
and good is twofold, as alfo cvill: 
rhe one truely good or evill in the | 
ſighr of Gad, thic other apparanily; 
good orevillin the fight _— 1+ 

Es theirs 
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their opinion; ſo that there. is atwo. 


. | fold faſting, praying, willing, &c. 
- | ro wit,one that is really;good'in the. - | 


fight of God, foas-is God himſelfe, 
the author and teacher of all good- 
ncſſe z the other in the fight:of-the+ 
world 200d, butintruth eval and 7 
wicked ; for what ſeems holy.iathe: 
opinion of Men, 1s-prophane i lathe. 
vght of God.. 

So there is a twofold knowledge 
and wit, the. one divine of the Tree 
of Life,the other humane of the Tree 
| of Knowledge of Good and Evill- 
+. Hrmane wiſdome is a Fruit of the- 
farbidden Tree, and the roote there. 
s.| Ofis the Seede of the Serpent, and// .* 
ef fo ismortall, £ 
i. - Theſeareallthearts which na-.*. 

| turall. Men have found-our, if not ; 
j without God ,yet ſurely norin God. : 

Briefly , all wit and arts, whick: -- 
God himſclfe doth not plant i inthe * 
{4 hearts of Men, byche pow«re of h's: | 
"| + ook and Word, but acquirad.and 
IC orien... CF 
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gotten outwardly by the induſtry 
and heJpe'ofmen, are death.ir ſelfe, 
or rather adeaſter , if-man'doe any 
maner of way truſt or hope in them, 
for they doe make manno more ac- 
ceprable to God, orany-way more 
zighteous before him, then doe his 
meate, drinke, ot cloathes , for alt 
theſe things arc out of: man;. and a 
certaine ſuperſtition and worſhip 
ping of a falſe God, if thou reſteſt 
thy ſelfe in them ; thou maiſt ſeeme 
to thy ſelfe to be nearer unto: God, 
becauſe thou know ſt 8&wunderſtandſt: 
many things, being more wiſe aud 
acute then ſome ſimple good man, 
who cares onely to.know God ; But 
in very truth, thou art no betrerthien 
a foole, who art ignorant otthefe ; 
For by. how. much thou art wiſer 
then others hereby ; by ſo mucty 
thou art, worſe ; For fince, it is'To, 
thatalt theknowledg of this workd} 


and all the-righreouſnes of thefleſhi. 
is Dew/liſb;, according as'St.. Fames:. 
| giveth, 
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giverh this and other-more opprd- 
. brious nkmes uata it. . 

It followes, that by how mauchia 
man offends and growes higher,and 
increaſeth in this wir, by ſo much is 
he the worſe and more Dewiliſþ, ſo 
that a good and ſimple man, who 
cares and defires to know: nathing 
but- God, if he be:compared with 
Þim inref pe&tof him,he may!ſeeme 

| | robe a Sajat of God, and: ahe@f 
+ | :thoſeis wortha thouſand ofptherg, 
; | 45 holy: Scriptures doerteftifie;, one 
- | .righreons man'is mare.worth- then A 
| } athouſand'wicked men:.. -: -* 

, |- The other wiſdome;whichio he 
t eyes of theiworldis-faoliſhneſſe;/is 
x | 3bat denying wiſdohic;:the: froitaf 
5 | 66 Treef Life; | which: whoſoever 
T 

bb 


hath; he ſhall never da6.,r!+ 5-151 
This f pringeth-wp in-tnan ont;of | 

, | aheſeed ofthe Woman, and 34 guvetn 
and taught of &ad, atone; being; jn 
roy adm tbllot love Borking 
—— w——_— eld the 
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-boly Scriptures the Knowledge of 
God ; becauſe it knoweth nor ac- 
knowledgeth nothing but G © », 

This teacheth and profeffeth onely 

.God in the hearts of his ſervants , 
it arrogateth nothing to it fe}fe, bur 
as it meerely knoweth God ; So it 

renders all it recetves-to him againe; 

'Fhis renews man, juſtifies him, en, 

lives him, and makes him like unto 
.God,but itis to be found in no mans 
.hearr, but onely in his who hath 
givena farewell roall Earthly plea-ſ 
'fures;arts;will, and wit, becauſe that] - 
fince it is ſo; thattheſe two know-f| ' 
ledges are ſo contrary one to ano-f , 
Ther, as fire is to water, it cannot be] | 
\tharthey ſhould live togertherin one] 
heart, 'burthe one will expell theo-| - 
ther, as-the.day rhenight, and the # 
k 


-nighcrthe day ; wherefore allfleſhly 
knowledge, will, and wit, multþe f 
quite milearned,Sc we malt becomi 
title Qhitdren and! Booles-2gaine, 
| «cordiogay heboly Scriprres's 
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Kifie unto us, if we would have the | 
true knowledge & wildomeof God. 

to dwell in our hearts; For God r&- © 
quires a freeand empty foule, which. . 
he would fill with his knowledge 
and goodneffe,and imbrace as apwe: | 
and ——_y poſſcſſe&with 
no other love bur his: He womfld be 
the onely Father of the Famiily,and 
canmotendure Satan in his Kingdom 
robencateunto him, whois altoge-- 
ther lightand void of alldarknefe; 
; Now ' this wifdome' being tht 
mane, and a Fruit of the Forbidden 
Tree, ſo is it fleſhly puffing up the 
poſleſTor of it, ſo as it makes him- 

provide ſelfe-loving, defirons of his: 

owne profit, bold and wicked: 
' In a word, ir' makes a mad a Lats. 
fer, and f5 contraty and abominable 
to God, that he 'cantor or will not. 
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Word of the living God toappeate 
fooliſhneſſe, and God himſclfe, to 
Jeeme Saran unro him. 

* Therefore as it hath already been 
aid of wit and knowledge,the ſame 

. may be ſaid of the will of God and 

man. 

The one cannot endure the other; 

No more then the ſpirit can endure 

the fleſh, life death. fire. water ; 

Therefore the wiſedome of G 6 v 

aymes at the utter deſtruction of A- 

dams life,nature,will,and wiſdome, 

labouring topluck us from the dugs. 
of humane wit, by. which wee.are 
nouriſhed. 

We muſt therefore learneto for- 
get,andunlearne whatſoever Adans 
knew,or doth know,wils,lqves,&c. 
and allthings muſt bemadea new in 
Chrift, this is the wiſdome of Gad: 

Now let us ſee how-farre weare 
—_—_ of ay have but i. a 
thought tolcarpe hiyway.prolently, 
.os thankes.ic is well wich fan, mag 
Lars Vu - wahoug 
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without any repentance he, dothi 7 
ſweetly delighr. himſelfe io his own 
P knowledge,art,and will,ahdallment 
will begood Chriſtians, and it Gadi 
will, will compoſe whole bookes 
1 and volumesof Chriſt, which. they 
neither doe nor have knowne z and 
by this meancs they doe fo wearily 
imploy and-vex their mindsthrough 
Satans motion;with ſo many queRti- 
> | ons, arts,and-idle diſputarions, that 
{carcely can they have ſomuch time 
as tochink of the knowledg of God; 
Whereas the true knowledg of God - 
15 not learned by prying into,” rut} 
ning over,reading or heatinga comy 
pany of doubrfull queſtions; as the 
firſt Chap. of the Germane Theolggit, 
and Taulerws.in many plactselegatit- 
ly doth teach ; but by patieng and» = -: 
bedient remaining, hearkening and 
attending to that which God doth 
.worke in us ; For he that would BE 
divinely wiſe, and learne-thektiows 
j !edge of God, its 'needfuh oaths | 
Fare 


" heareand learnthe ſame from God 

* Himſelfe, he having detained it to 
himſelfe,fothat it can by no meanes 
be taught of man ; For as humane 
arts & ſcicnces proceede from men, 
and is their worke ;ſo divine ſcience 
is from God,and is the worke of his 
onely word, 

For as Fohn Stapitious faith in 2 
little booke ofthe love of God:that 
poſe things that cannot be knowne but 
w/ ſence and experience, neither can 
they be t-uzbt by, or learned from 6+ 
#bers. As for Example : No man can 
reach another to ſce, heare,taſte,and 
touch ; in like manner, & much lcfle 
ean any man teach another, to bee 
eve, love, hope, repent,ſo that di- 

' vine Tratth and Theologie may ra j 
ther be ſaid to be experience then 
Arts: no man can learne of himſelfe 
the knowledg of God,love of God, 
Fafth, and fuch like, becauſe the nas 
turall man c2onot perceive things 
divine; nay,the Lerterof the Scrips 

tures 
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che is hot able ro-doe this: if Joe 
beper in mah ay new narafe;” 
it it bus wes untohimn whit are 
he oughr-to be, atid whit he oiight 
+ | to doc z But yet he is not fuch, ntt- 
© | ther canthey make him ſuch, biſtre- 
S | ther killhim and ſhy him by ſhew- 
ing unto him his want and miſery; 
'Thereforeis the pofirion true, that 
faith and love carinot be conteived' 
in the heart of man by the Letter of 
the word ; Qcherwiſe it would be 
that notie ſhould be more fairhfull 
then rhe Learned ; and yer for the 
moſt parrnone are "more perverſe. 
The Letter of the word indeed 
propoſeth fairh unto us, but cannor 
wiite it in our hearts, that being the 
work of the holy Bhoft, Therefore 
that of $. Fob is Uwayes tive: as 
the awoynting reacheth you; As fo 
this, He that hath heard and lrarnd of 
the Father cometh unto me; Fot fait 
| and love cometh into no-mans he 
— whois indued with the 
Gholt. 
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” Ghoſt. From whoſe inhabiting in 
* quxrhearts,the light of faith and the 
þ EnowWwledge: of God deduce their 
- Qriginall', yealove it ſelf isnot be- 
þ gotorinfuſcd in us,but by the holy: | 
+ Ghoſt and aneffeR of the love of |: 
God towards us. Wherefore the | 
conclufion is this : that whom the 
holy Ghoſt :doth not comforr, 
reach.and dire,he cannor be com-: 
forted, taught, and direted to the: 
obtaining of Life. 

';-Now all men will ſay and con- 
feſle, that the world- is darkneſle; 
mans wiſdom is fooliſhnefle : yer if; 
ſo be youwill indulgenothing unto 
him, but will tax his will, wit, and. 
delignes,and ſay they are all fooliſh 
neſſe and darkngffp there is no man 
will confeſſe.it of himſelf, orthar it; I 
iscartbly,but every man will eager- 
ly and-carneſtly contend , that bis || 
wit isheavenly.and divine,  eſpecin | ' 
ally if icbe any way exerciſedabout  , 
Religion, whenin very deed it Wi}. 
Po =: nothing 
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nothinge}ſc but the wiſdom ofthe 
fleſh; Yea even rhat uſe of the holy = 
Scriptures, which is inthe world, _- 
which.are wreſted and turned as - 
-every man likes to either handz nei.  } 
*therican theſe bare words, theſe * 
words of God, containing t p 
the knowledge of God, which are 
commonin every mans mouth,proe 
fit him any whit:theſe muſt berried 
according tothe will of God, and 
'accordingly uſed. Otherwiletheſe 
+, | very words wil become a'very [fare . ' 
f. | of Saran, and inſtead ofthe word'of | 
o | Godthe word of Satan to/him:; Tr,. -: 
d {| isnot co ſay how well the wiſdom -- 
» | of the fleſh knows how to change \; 
n{ it ſelf into each ſhape; and to flatrer * 
it | it ſelf with a form of the word of 
r- | God; what cannot men pretendand 5 
is | undertake, to ſay/in'the name of 
i= | ' God: pretending* indeed nothing 
_ tefſethen the meer honour, praiſe 
 andrighteouſnefle of God; 
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we gught to evacuate the ſee 5/9 ] 
bas bis i conel and word, \ 
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4 His we ofentimes read, thatf 
| our-,wiſdom faoliſbneſſe with 
| ' God, Tins form of ſpcech wel 
«ical from Paxl,and bable of it,when 
; Indeed ye neucher know .our ownl* 


»nor Pavls meaning touthing it. Noſ + 
+ Han remembers to renounce and * 


ixcafarewell to his own wildon | * 
his forſogth ery man ks oy, 5. 
' "obama the wiſdom © Tur 
_ Infidglsz As for his own. wiſdow- 
| -ihis- reaſoo. being, corrupted!, : 
olding ſome 'tenents , 'gathe 
from the holy Scriptures ( thoug « 
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- The forbidden Fruit. :69 
"bc miſerably wreſt them 'toihis awn ? 
turn) yer .he thinks his wiſdom ito * 
' | be the wiſdom of Gad, and divine. _ 
of; This cycry man witneſleth in * 
beſ his own writings, in which for the © 
ad} moſt part he goes on ſecurely, with* © 
&f out any doubtingupon the feenung -- 
440.,approbation of the Scriptures, to - 
hel his renents and opinions; Nat colle+ 
' | fidering that this is the very pre» -: 
ſumprionofthe Turks and Infidels;. 
at] wich alt Seats of falſe. Chriſtiansy 
ith} whom I have knowa eyery'one - 
wel -hath, or would feem ta-have:the' 
en Word of Gad tabe theifoiindation-. © 
val -of their-teners, as:the iTutrks> and: + 
No .Jews think at this day,-their- nit 
od :grounded upon the Wordof  God:: - 
a1 Heateitcomesto paſſe thatewts * 
. el IV man is deceived in himſelf 4 
xd \Hiutup to himſelf, fromthe knows 
n;0 -Icdge of himſelf, This being it” 
ad: winch God foreſaw, when heſaid / 
ed +8hac the ' Serpent ſhould” bite- the. : 
oh heclofthe woman, that nw” © of 
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and crfrily lay ſnares and deceitful th 
'Bins inthe hearts of men, 
Therefore know whatſoever na. 
turall man, though-wiſemen in th 0 
judgement of the worid, yca Adai 
-with all his of- ſpring the whole na. 
[ture of men unregenerate knows, 
«ſpcaks, doth, thinks, lives, 8c, all 
-chis is humane, the wiſdom of rea- 
ſon, 'and the counſell of the fleſh, 
and the knowledge of that deadly 
and forbidden Trec: onely that raref| - 
* Phenix, which the Scriptures call{wo 
| the new mas, or the regenerate thatin | 
-hath the knowledge and wiſdom fthe 
\ of God. being taught it:from. a-Jtot 
: bove ; AU other things are rhe if. ſbut 
venitions of imen;the wiſdoin of the ſhea 
- Serpent and Fruit of the forbidden ove 
- / eh Wh 
1; Now we have ſaid before: tharfthe 
the wiſdom of man muſt be forgot- 
_  ten,and we mult learn to epi | 
' Foras thefleſh, even ſs the wir « 
\the fleſb,, - and the righteouſnef 
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Fr thereof is nothing but fooliſhneſſe 
; Yand wickednes inthe fight of God: 
And on the'contrary, the wiſdom 
efof God, and his righteouſneſle, is 
A fooliſhneſfle and wickedneſſe inthe 
2J fight of the world and to the fleſh, 
3,0 Sothatall Arts and Sciences,being 
ilJonely fleſhly,are altogether vanity, 
2-Jfilthineſle, and a Fruit of the forbid- 
h,$den Tree, from the which all men 
yJcat death. 
ref} - Itis. ro no purpoſe foriman in 
{1yword to deny his own wit, and yet 
at}in his heart to extoll the ſame as 
n che wiſdom of God ; Or, ſecretly 
to be elevated therefrom, theſe are 
but the findiegs our of thedeceived 
heart: of man ; outwardly 'ſagred 
over by Saran with fair words; And 
whoſoever reſts and depends upon 
theſe fair pretences, he builds upon 
lM, which-will all damne. For as 
neat, cloarhs, time, place , perſon, 
{384d fuch like, do make men neither 
lep<tc: or more acceprable to*Go?, 
Wa: D Sy 
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'73 The forbidden Fruit. 
So- all humanc Arts and Scicnouf; 
do not make the poll; (ſour theredlffy 
one jot the berter in the fight--off 
God, if he look atthem, and (al 4 
Adam did ) arrogate them to hin p 
. . Therefore the moſt learned and] 
wiſe of. this world are in this ref, 
ſpeR inno better a condition thaf 
the fooliſh Idiot that is. ile; 
It is neceſſary therefore that tho. 
wiſe men.go out of themſelves, and 
learn to become fools, by goinglyy 
outof their wit, will, knowledgaly 
&c. if they deſire to be indued wit 
divine knowledge fromaboyve. lt 
| Therefore even as the natu 
man vo'unrarily for his awn belliekh 
ſake doth torture himſelf. day andj\ 
night, inthe finding out of ſo many 
coverous, curious, and with Gaiifi 
- pnproficable Arcs; Eyen (© it is nth 
ceſſarie thatwith the ſame pain ay 
Jabour he learn to forget and forilfle 
the ſame, and become a Childa 


The forbidden Fruit, ' 73 
if Fool again ; Forit is a greater diffi 
Atulcy ; and more Jabour by man 
degrees to unlearn his fleſhly wit 
dom, and forſakerhat good he hath 
vI got already, then from the begin- 

'{ ning to learn it for his profit. 
dJ/: In ſo much that thisis true, who 
Sfonce hath played the Afe, will 
atfcarcely learn to leave thafe doul. 
4Itiſh ericks, "nn 
WM. O how difficult is it to them to 
iihecome Fools, who havegrounded 
themſelves in 2 preſumption of 
their own wit, ki 
nt Andyer it is neceſſary that this 
Fidey muſt be,orotherwiſe they fhal 
ae-nothing leffe then that which 
dey deſire to be, AFS 
q Therefore ſorequifite jisthis de- 
will, hatred and forgerfulneffe of 
inſclf, that withour itno man can . 
we the diſcipleof Chriſt; tharis,no 
winan can be indued with divinewiſ- 
romon , unleſſe in. his affeior s he 
—_—_cxcluded, and given a farew21L 
"L=> D 2 afid 
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And adew to his own: bl [ 
,, Wherefore what wonder is it 
+ the worldly man, who is buſic 
aboutthethirigs of this life,be alto - 
gether ignorant. of the knowledgeh 
of God; For ſince he is not obed{ 
ent to that wiſdom that is ſpirituallJt 
neither can perceive any diving 
thing, nor receive the ſpirit of 
truth ; nor for the wiſdam of Go(a 
exchange his own ; For he neitheqk 
cares to nouriſh that wiſdom in-hig0 
heart, neither deſires to learn ir, and © 
becauſe he defires it not, he canngq 
learn it. [ 
And now itis requiſite,that as $f 
Paul laies, If any man will be wit 
with God,he muſt be a fool inthe worlf] | 
that thereby he may become truly wiſts 
That is, he muſt ceaſe to think ;i | 

| the worid doth labour togera nt 
mind, and deliver oyer his. ſend \ 
and thoughts .ro be .renewed bf | 
God. : 
The.cauſe of which Pay/ r ung 
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0  ncuutiucily : 
a{diately annexerh to the ſame : For 
tithe wiſdom of the world (Gaith he ) # 
effrolrfhneſſe to God. 
tod.\ And in bis Epiſtleto the Romares 
vl he calleth ir death and enmiry- ro 
1 God. And the ſame Paul bids adew 
alllto all his own wit which he had 
ind karned at the feer 'bf Gamalie!; 
- of above all his equaks and accounts; 
z04 all his own righteouſnefle & know - 
hed ledge as dung and droflc, in reſp: & 
got the excellencic of the knowled, e 
ind of Chriſt. 
nod - And elſewhere he glories inthis 
that he had learned to unlearn and 
$ $4 forget all things, and now deſired 
wiſh to know nothing but: Chrift apd 
ri him crucified, Fit 43 
iſs -Inthe'ſame manner all the Apo- 
; files become little children again,” 
1} - Beſides, Nichodemss,and all other 
F 


whoſoever (as Chriſt had ſaid unto 
them) unlefle they be changed, and 
oF #<come as little children,they can> 
m4-9ot fe the Kingdom of Gad; ::'-. . 
Da :* And 5 
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76 be forbidden Fran, 
And a little afrers» Chriſt ſaith { 
thatthe kingdom of God is of fuchf 1 
little children, I |: 
This is the reaſon why the Scrif 
ptures admoniſh us ſo often to be:| ( 
ware of our own wit, left we do anyſ | 
thing that ſeemes good in our om 0 
eycs; As allo that we reſiſt our own 
wils, neither thar we ſuffer out 
{clves to be led, and guided by our 
own affeQions and defires; and alls 
... thoſethatrruſt in their own heans 
and obey their own cogitations,art 
fooliſh and wicked , alſo that we 
.. :Teemnot wile in our own conceits, 
\\ nor magnific our ſelves, but fear, 
\and in fcar and trembling work out 
our own ſalvation. | 

And laſtly, that we truſt nor, nor 
\ Jean notro our own wit;For what is 
orcan be more wicked then what 

Aicſh and blood hath found our. 
Truly the fleſh cannot of its own 
natuieſeek God, and have him 
Uiwation , unleſſe i: | 
* 
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of ſelf, and hare its own life: #d Tool; 
bf that is; all its owrv works;thoughic 

gloze them over wirh a pretetice of 
| the word, honour and glory of 
x1 God, for he cannor be belceved, 
ny] loved ,. prayed unto,/or found but 
mal onely in God, 
; Therefore all the endeavour, 
Rudy, arr,and diligence of is alto- 
gether void of God , and want his 
grace and ſpirir, For 'the word of- 
God'requires an humblc,ſubmiſſive 
trembling; and abjeQed mind ; and 
afoul poore in ſpirit, and free from 
the bondage of the creatures ; and 
like to tender wax or clay;pliable in 
the finger of God to receive the fi- 
gure and ſtamp of his image im- 
printed upon it, 

To theſe fools and children,ſuch 
a8 fear God, andare ſeparated from 
the Dugges of the Wotld,doth be 

open his fecrers,and teach his divinie 
wiſdom and knowledge; if there be 
#4 iy man that fears God, to him the 
t W D 4 Lord 
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Lord will ſhew the way {that hef 
may chuſe,and he walk nitherrath, 
and his poſterity ſhall inhabite the 


0 
P 
V 
Land : He ſaies not to the Learned, | d 
and to the wiſe of the World, as al. V 
" 

r 

f 

a 

V 
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io in another place ; the Lord-r6 
veals his ſecrets ro the righteous | I 
- Forthis cauſe Chriſt the:Sonne off 1! 

_ Godgives thanks to his Farher,tha 
he bad hidden his ſecrcts from the 4 
prudent and wiſe of the World;anf \ 
had reveaied unto children, and 
babes ; That as we have alreadie 
ſpoken our of the mouthes of ſuck-| 
12g babes; Such as were Moſes, Fe | 
remiah, 4mos,and the Apoſiles,&c,| | 
he might ſpeak his praiſc,andextol] 
his kingdom and glory. 
Againe, the rich and proud hef 
ſends away-emprty, and filleth one-J 
ly the hupgry with good things. 
. Now, no Money-mafter nor rich}. 
covetous, Churlis more ſwollenup] 
with the vain:confidence of his | 
ches;nor any, woman more proud 


© The forbidden Frivit.” 79, - 
of her beauty, then theſe wiſe men 
pride and boaſt themſelves of their 
hel wiſdom and knowledge ; perſwa- 
& | ding themſelyes that this is the di- 
4:1 vine wiſdom and riches of the ſoul, 
r&f which neither theeyes can ſteal, nor 
us, | ruſt canker it , nor moath corrupe 
off it, when notwithſtanding 1:'isno= 
za] thing but meer death, fool.ſhneſſe, 
hef and enmity againſt God , and in a 
nd word, the knowledge of the for. 
nd] bidden Tree. - = 
iel Therefore the holy Scripturs 
k.] ſpeak expreſly of the wiſe of the 
1 world, theſe righteous men,famous : 
c | for their arts, priding themſelves in - 
ol | their own hearts, who are arrogant* 
and proud, and are indued with no- 
ie] thing leſſe then the Spirit of God; 
z. | who abides onely in ſimple Doves. © 
 Bythisit appears that no kind'f 
þ1 men are farther fromthe Kingdom 
p| of:God,and ds leffe ſquare and 2- 

pfee with his Word, and mote dif. 
gpree from his will, then thoſe who 
Dy: a 
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leanand truſt to their owh wiſdom; 
knowledge, reaſon, and will. | 
Chriſt in the holy Scriptures: 
ſpeaketh not ſo much againſt Pub--ſ 
licans and common finners as theſe,.] 
who being pufr up with a conceir-| 
of their own righteouſneſſe, refs] 
upon: themſelyes with a ſelf plea.. | 
ſingneſſe , with theſe can Chriſt | | 
leaft accord;and untothem doth ſo-] 
often threaten: woes in the Scrip. | | 
ture, and faies that adulterers- and} 
Publicanes ſhall enter before them] ' 
intothe kingdom of heaven; 
| 

| 


 Theſeare thoſe wicked. men-a-- 
eainſt whom David.-{o fervently, 
and often prayes, -and of-whom 
Chriſt hath ſo litle hope, and nnto- 
whom he. with his Apoſtles and: 
Sreven give.ſo-.cutting language;whd0- 
being men of a wicked mind, would 
ſcem nothing leſſe; Bur thoſe gi 


which are written. concerning Wit- 
ked men;they ignorantly- interp 
of others. thale are ſuch whomth6& 
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are muchmore abundaar, . :;.. 


lights therof;Such 
were Nrcodemw and Pail before his 
converſion ; theſe are thoſe who in 
David, Moſes, Chrifis, and all other 
times of the Church, havebeen'the 
rigbteous Scribes and Phariſees with 
the people; who having a ſhew of 
piette, have ſo lived ,-as that they 
were efteemed Patrons and Exams 
ples for others to: imitate ; Theſo 
righteous men of the world, 'the 
Scriptures call wicked z; who want 
nothing bur onely this, that they 


| have wickediminds, void of Faith - 


ani! grace; yet they ſocloake their 
wickednefle wirh a formecf godli- - 
neſſe, that:they ſeeme nothinglefle. - 
Neither thinke we thatthe times - 
of Chrift and David were onely pe. 
ſtered with theſe kinde of people; : 
Bit we may zather conceive; thar if 


thoſe igolden'dayes of theirs were © 


faltof fuch, theſc Iron ages of ours 
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my 
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IT cimesand ages have bad thei 
Diſſemblers, Phariſes, and Scribes; 
theſe ourlaſtages finceareche-work 
for ſeldomecomes beſtthings laſt; 
For the world as. it. growes +. cw as 
ged, ſoir growes more wicked, as 
bath the Scripture and experience 
doe.reſtifie, -- 

Wherefore it is behoovefullthay 
every man endeayour-rhat he be not 
of the. number 'of. thoſe: men;\ who 
wreſting the word of the Scriptures | 
apply and interpret rhem on. others, 
as moſt men doe, bur in-them. be: 
hold himſclfe as ina glaſſe; if e'des 
ſirero ſee a'wicked man; & one rhat 
353 capitall enenyagainſt Gnd;And 
ſer him. bur:queſtion wich his owne 
conſcience,it/isas good as tenthous 
ſand witneſſes, and then he (hall Ca 

filyknaw whata/onetieds:  : 75! | 
 '/Forthis: cauferht &c ciptures)atk | 
ſo. fiery againſt cheſe gadlyiuaſemds | 
of the world; Yea diy iogaligond 
© them, Godin his juſt: ah r= 
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friking thenw>with blindnetſe 3 So | 


that they" erre:initheir owne: way, 
t | hidiog himſelfe and his Word from 
; | their underſtanding... - 
« | -: Beſides, the Scriptures doe bratd 
$s | them with .a: thouſand ' infamous 
e | .names; calling them Wolves,.a:g6- 
neration of Vipers, Bearecs, Bulls, 
Sons of Be/iall, painted Sepulchres, 
who are gloriqus inſhew in the ſigh 
oft-men,,and.ſer-forth themſelves as 
: righteous before men by:their {age 
-manners, modeſt. habits, and grave - 
eeſtures; when in-the ſight of God | 
.they have their hearts full.of no- 
. thirg/buthlithines and ffn. Of whom 
.Chtiftſaib;that unlefle we bemore 
.righteous then: they , and. exeeede 
chem, we ſhall never enter into.:the 
-Kingdome of God, 'Neverthelefle, 
they ,would vot-fſeeme to; be what 
1they dtc; indded;butcoverthdelyves - 
| Withaſhew.of Sandtityi Wherefoge | 
idt'pleaſcrh . the''Spirit. of God-to - 
bebeckeand rebuke them tothe diſ- 
pf £04) : covering, 
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covering of their fecret holds, and 
.Yizards of their faces ; Buthe who 
accuſeth himſelfe,and denieth him. 
ſelfe before God,and in his preſence 
ſhall obtaine pardon, as the Scrip. 
tures teſtifie;zwhich reprebend thoſe 
-carnall ſpirituall ſpirits, or men, 
.who place their ſtate with God,and: 
will be ignorant of nothing, & they 
are admoniſhed by God in Se/omons 
Proverbs,chat they would defift from: 
this their arrogancy ; Otherwiſe. 
they ſhall be ſo oppreſſed with the | * 
glory & Majeſty of God, that they-| 
11not be able to endure 8 ſtand ;- 
But thoſe whohumbly ſabmicthem--| 
ſelves, and creep unto'God;and wil-- 
lingly know. nothing, nor are no. 
thing but what God knowes and is: 
inthem, they in not-ſceking finde- 
that which the ocher ſeeking with -| 
-great anxierie of minde ſhall never | - 
- obcaine 3 For all things are theirs, 
and they know what God is, hath or| \ 
knowes, becauſe they:in God bo ' 
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God in them inhabirs and dwels; 
Hence it is that Pauaith, the'fpt 
rituall man ſearcheth all things, yea 
the ſecretthings of God. ; which is 
&nicd torke fooliſh —— 
as wemay reade in the Proverbs an 
Ecclefiaſtes ;for inthe counſell ofthe 
wicked there is no health, no word 
of God, knowledge, or love. 
Tothe ſame purpoſe. is that ſay- 
ing of Salomon, God mait mianas the 
firſt upright, but he found out to hims- 
ſelfe many inventions, many difficul- 
ties, many labours , with which he 
doth weary and vex himſelfe; God: 
that isgood; fimple, and juſt, com- 
mandeth him that he ſhould know: 
nothing bur him;and follow-andibe 
obedient-to him as all the reſt obthe 
creatures; He ſhould(I ſay) be ſo.o- 
bedientto him, as rodo,know;will, 
love; omit, and ſpeake-niothing bur 
onely what God doth know, will, 
love, omit, and ſpeake in him, by 


mhichas maltother creatures; ſo in 


the 


| 


. 
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mew,” W's: 
.  Therefoxe it happens deſervedly 
rQnto us, &þat our wildome, know? 


the heart of-man; he might enjoy a 
plenary Kingdome, and ruling :and 
governing him according. to his 
owne will, neither ſhould man have 


. any-title, claime, power, or privis 


ledge over himſelfe, 

Satans ſuggeſtion it was that man 
found out ſo many ambuſhes & cu- 
rious queſtions,with frivolous diff 
culties, by which he is degenerated 


From. that ſimplicitie wherein God 


created him, and ſubordinated him, 


being tranſported with anambirious: 
-defire,to becomea Lord and God to 
himſclfe;& ſo remaincd in the pow: 


er of bis own will;but how juſt this 


-1s,' ler manthat hath reaſon judge, . 
-thattheclay ſhould deſire to know 


or be any thing contrary or beſides 


that which the makerthereof would 
haye-it,know,or be;ſuch fimilitudes 
:doth not yer fully expreite.the mat- 


ledge, 
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a | kdge, and will; ſhould bring-upo® 
xd ys all puniſhment duc-unto finnes 
is] and.alſo make us utterly difquiered, 
re | bringing unto us nothing bur torture 
| and vexation, fince beſides and con»: 
trary tothe will of God wee have 
delerved:them. . ....:; Fs 

. Hence it neceſlarily followeth; 
that fla is the puniſhment of it ſelfe, 
and Foolcs are deſtroyed by their 
owne wiſdome and knowledge. 

. Thisis that which Salomon expe- 
rimentally complaines of, whenhe 
ſayes:Where there is much knowledge, 
there is much vexation; And hethat 


. i. © 
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is | increaſeth learning , ſorrowes, And 
22 4 theſe wiſe men are Fookles, for who- 
W'] ſoever. endevoureth to be wiſe: a- 
'S | bove meaſure, this man ſhall endure 
d | gricf's andſorrowes;; and by how 
$ 


much they: become more wiſe, by 

| 19 much they are more diſquieted: 

For God will haye, us.to finde. reſt 

in him onely; | 

. Neithermult weriſe, come, goe, 
os 


| The forbidden Prot. 
&r doe any thing before him ; For | 
' whoſoevercometh before him is 4 
theefe, and whoſoeyer ſpeaketh or 
doth any thing of his owne aceord,; 
without him, is a Devill. : 
| Therefore it is that all menare de- 
luded,deceived, and fooled by their 
oWn witzyeaeven becauſethey pros 
feſſe themſelves to be wile, there- 
fore they are fooliſh. 

And as God did the CaldeanPhi- 
loſophers, and wiſe men, ſo he ſuf- 
ſcrs thoſe to be ſeduced by- their 
owne knowledge,and to be wearied 
with their owne inyentions,aQions, 
and arts, | 
- Hence it is that Chriſt would not 
havehis Diſciples defire to be cftee- | 
med ſome bodies,orcovetthat men' | 
ſhould call them Maſters, Lords,. | 
DoRors,or Rabbins,but onely Mi- | | 
niſters, Brethren, and Witnefles of |. 
him, Foh, 15. Te aremy witneſſes, | 


_— 
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of the great Deafter of humane wiſdons 

and knowledge; and how all mon doe 
- kiſſe their owne hand, and all the 
r | - World adores it ſelfe, and its owne 
. worke ; that is, inventions ations, 
- and deliberations of fleſhly- reaſon 
and wiſdeme, 


V V Hat other thing is the wor- 
: ſhipping of Images, Super- 
ftion, and the Inſtitution of men, 
then the reaſon, wit, art, invention, 
and prudence of man? = 

t | Thereforethe wer © ye = De- 
- | aſters, is nothing butthe adoringof 
1 | the images of God, not accordin 
- | to his Word, as he doth teach, 
IJ 


OS. GD TS oo SY 


eureand forme it tous, but aceord- 
ing to our owne opinion: and ſ{cifes 
xm Mu SS GEL” 
- Againe, what other thingis frane 
ey, ao @ will i andcon 
ell; 7 
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ſell, ſowne unto us with the Seeds of 
the Serpent. Conſider. the inſtitu. 
tions, practice, and life of all Man- 
kinde, when and how you will, you 
ſhall finde ic nothing elſe then hu. 
mane wiſdome ; here every man 
would be his owne God, guide,go- 
yerne,teach, move, revenge,defend, 
excuſe, and enrich bimſelfe; and. e- 
very man ſets his own braine, will, 
and reaſon inthe place of his God, 
{o that finne and the fall of Adam is 
nothing clſe but the humane affeQa- 
tion of the art, reaſon, and know- 
ledge of the fleſh; and therefore de- 
lervedly 1s termed foolifhneſfe and 
enmitie, deadly and Deviliſh. 

All men ought with Chriſt to be. 
come nothing,and witha continuall 
decreaſe and depreſſionof ſoule,be- 
come aſles, fools and children ; but 
now 1t-i5quite. contrary: every man 
labours that he may. be wiſe, great, 
Hiuftrious and mightie;lo many arts 
and ſciences axe learned of _— | 

[4 
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they may'be grear, famous, and ex- 
cellent in the eyes of the workdzanil 
may obtaine ritles of honour, anll 
| | namesof reſpect. ; 
Hence it is that young men are itt- 
| | famed with adefire of glory,; and 
- | tabour not onely to be famous ih 
Schooles, but to be admitted inthe 
Pulpiralfo; and for that end they - 
ſecke outlearned Tutors, who may 
make them expert, quick, and acute 
in all kinde ofLiterall deccirs and 
exerciſes of arts. By which it is as + 
cleare as the Sunne, thar- the whole 
world is c6:rary & enmity to God, 
Here-every- man 'kiſhng his owne 
hand & adoring his own wit,eſteem.. 
ing it-to be his light and his God} 
Even ic that was the onely finne of 
Adam; and it from whence other }. 
fanes came and have their originall, 
as Fob confefſerh; ( Job 33.31. YFor _ 
toadmireand worſhip himſelfe,and 
tobe led by his own will. In ayyord, 
to ſtand on his ewn botrome,and to. 
| defire ; 
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defixe,co. be ſomething of himſelfe 


without. God , is that one:mortall 
'Gnne, which is. che fountaine of all 
other ; for the luſts ot theflcſh, and 
the wit thereof is very dead, 

And manlike a Logge, is no bet. 
terthen deadzbur while he doth no- 
thing,knows & defires nothing, but 
keeping a holy Sabbath orreſtzdyes 
wholly unto himſdlt;and being void 


of will-or wir, refignes himſelfe 0. | 


_ verunto God, and permits him to 
know:and doe iti him, whar, when, 
and how he will. | 
And now the whole world lyes 0- 
-. verwhelmed with this finne ; in ſ@ 
much that it doth no other bur a. 
- dare the worke of its owne hand, 
'that is, itsowne invention;counſels, 
- comments, and wiſdome. To this 
+. purpoſe all things are directed, in- 
| tented, and wreſted ; yea the very 
- Scriptures:themſelves, the word of 
_ God;that it may be agreeable ta-our 


| corrupt reaſon, and-not. hinderthe 
2 IP courſe } - 
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courſe of our carnall and fleſhy wit, 
and knowledge.'burall-cheſe things 
mutt be unlearned and caſt away, if 
we will ſee God. And theretore the 
Scriptures urge ſo oftentimes, that 
we ſhould become fools, liccle chil- 
. | dren, and purge our ſelyes with the 
t | Fruit of the Tree of Life thatwe may 
3 | yomit up that poyſonfull wit and 
| | knowledge of the Forbidden Fruit. 
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CaayPe, IX. 
That the Tree of the Knowledg of Grad 
and Evill , planted in the beart of 
Adam, fs the ſeed, word, and ſpirits _ 
| of the Serpent, and that great Dea- 
fter, Amichriſt, ſinne,death the Dey 
. vill, and that Beaſt, which is men 
tioned in Daniel, and the Apoca= 
lyps, which isthe greateſt and cams - . 
moneſt Idolatry. 2 
1.) Hat is that Beaſtof which 
1 "VV Daniel wrixeth, 'which + 
Þ Tpeaketh againſt the Higheſt; 'and 
4 fycth the Saints of Gods ++ 
- ES | 2. Whar- -: 


LG The forbidaes Fruit, 
2. Whar is thar Serpent who des 
exived Adam and- Eve? Ng. 
2. What is the-Tree of Know: 
lodge of Goodand Evill 
. Whar is that impudent King 
_ Antichsiſt,of whom D4x:iel and 
Pins ſpeaketh, 1 Theſ. 2 ? | 
- 5," What is' that many headed 
Monteer, mentioned in' the Apocas 
{yps, whom the whole World doth 
worſhip ? 
6. What is ſinne What Genre s 
'Whar the Devill 2 
+» T anſwer itis every mansowne 
.- carnall wit &rcaſon, righteouſhes, 
__ -andche like; For which cauſe Paul 
calleth ir.death,cnmiry,and fooliſh- 
Nneſfcunro God ; and [5 Fames calls 
ircarthly,.humane, and deviliſh,be- 
cauſe theſe three are one; For what- 
ſoever is humane., is worldly, and 
Deviliſh z and whatſoever is Devi-þ 
lih is carchly. Forthe Devill 8 Man # 
Adam and the. Serpent, are ſworn thi 
Brethreg yea! both one; For the Ser /Þþ 
-  peny 
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| pence bath fo. ſhed his wifdome, and 
| jincd righteouſpoſle into thehearc 
- | of 4daw, thatthe Seedaf the Set- 
pent and his word are incorporated - 
' | 2nd made man,ſfo.thit pow rhe lame 
| | hing may be faidioftorh, ; -1'7/ 
; |-:And even as thoſe:thargre borne - 
| | þf God, andin whom the/Word of 
* [God is incorporated, arceatied:God 
x Jor one ſpirit with God 3 Saqall men 
Iborac of feſh, &bloudg before,xb 
* [bc regenerate Seplanted ihe Qhri 
- [ay be called Devils ;and ſo what- 
ſever is Earthly, may be ſaid robe 
Deviliſh, and whatſoeyer:is, Devi- 
4 Jl; may be faid co be Earthly:. 
b- o: Againe,whatisthe Falbpf Adam, 
s fui-opely 3he-wifdomeat the Ser: 
= bent &-Exuit afthe forbidden Trees 
t- PWhar is hat 6/d Dragon, wha gf- 
d Fends out of hellc-and with higiray te 
F $6S2 groas part of the;Scaury of 
n Fieavey after pan 4 Biatvonely! che 
FF Pidome pf he; Flets,/ trhio doth 
a wy alcagaioſt aide. 
It. Born | [x4 3 


* anon —_— FIRE 
6 ———— 


Þ6 ' The forbidden Fouit: 


Gres.to become a God anto ſelf 
311 What are the thoughts of the 
floſhe What ig8n4lwharpeider' Big 
thewiſdome and fruit of” the FOR 
$idden Tree. | 

What arcthe Dectees of Mol: | 
Theworks of reaſvh upainſt 'God!ſ | 

Mens inventions, know | 
books? Bury thearrof cheds | 
will eaten'of the Tree. 

What isallthe worſhip of Tow] 
ges:and) all' falſe 'Relipions?. as off 1 
Jews; Turks, Tnfidels, and: all fall \ 
Cluiftians.! What are: all Sactsl 7 
mers, Aſſemblies, and Cerern 
nics-?:But an apple of this Forbld] x 
den: Treer whiety bearing a ſhewtg t 
be of che Tree of Life;; ' offers ut [ 
ten, pleaſarit fruits hiseye, tif 
is, reafoo which whoſoever cats 
Halt findeo be deadly. - "Jt 

Nv tad can fully expteſſe 'thif x 
idolxiryarichwhictvattthe confi 
_ _bfthe wortd.and ficares of rim hb 

fuſed upzond wheisk ear" } 
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nota adore himſelf, and ſay / to his 
hand; wiſdom, and reafon? bis art 

J and his ng /as; , thou art my 
God, in thee {rrult, in theeT hope, 

b * Indeed men ſay nor this with thei 
mouth, . bur ſurely{in rhelt lives, 

'] works, and hears,they plahly eſti 

| fic as much. 

| Hence alt men deny charthere] is 

"Þ a God, & teſtifie the ſame. their 
works ; For if they thipk ther re 15.3 

ol] God,wiictefore do they notreh 

Un Yen; eance unto tim? Wherefore 

] arc they {0 doubtfully diſtracted? 

| Wherefore do hey _ Forge Tych 

#4 wickeddeceits.to deceive oneange 
there Wherefore dothey {0 wart _ 


on one another ( whather wi 


a cp or oven oe it tnarters-o! 
of Hier re : 


= orgs 7 Why do th ey 1 DK Io 
Ml; d flarter 036 ogra 
labour night 
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God, and ſo little eſteeme his pres 
cepts; and commandments 2 But 
chat they think God cares not for | 
them, or that he cannot or will not [| 
revenge them; therefore it is neceſ- | 
ſary that they help and revenge| 
themſclves ; or that they think that | 
while too long to wait and expeet : 
the help of God , before that he] 
take vengeance and puniſhment] 
they themſelves {hill be over-ſ 
throwas And. becauſe rhey think| 
that nothing bur” povertie comes|" 
upari them, if they have any com- y 
merce and communion with theſ 1 
- . rruth of God; therefore it isnece(-| Þ 
. farie that they help themſelves and] © 
labour for theif living , by lying, F 
copging, deceiving, and uſury, a 
rhe like ; this makes a man rich and] 
honourable. As for the,Word off 
'Gad tht is" but a late help, and def'd 
 fictent id 8dverſiry ; ir ſt>gds us d "a1 
. hand, therefore to adore our ſelvgtk 
| * ſpeak big and ſwelling words ; eb 
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yate Our ſelves as much'as we' can: 
Who'burmy felt is God? faith the 
rt | world inthe courſe of her Lite: 7 
| Laney 220% OXIW HH 
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p An Anſwer to certain Objettions, that 
ie |” we 0ught to be wiſe , and not fools; 
ne] ©. 4nd how we ought to be wſe, atd: 
7-1 bow fool fh, 


'Jcyou will ay-char the learri- 
n-| 4 ed ſhill ſhine 253-the ſtarres-or 
ef ſun in heaven',.-afid/in #"thoufand . 
ſ-| places we are commanded:to-apply' ': | 
od} our heartsuntowiſdom , as if 'rhe 
y Proverbs. and Eccleſ! wiſe 'ttien are 
ol commended 317 '- wi 
d- To-whickT anfwer, that” it ts 
nghtly ſpokes, if ir be rightly vfi- 


[1 


de :derſtood, to wit, of .rhe tree divine 


and heavenly knowledge, whith 


aþ:God:himfclf dorh work ard reg@h, | 
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7 it is underſtood ofthe widow 
rhe:tree of life z, and not, of the 

deadly and foolith wiſdom. of fi 
flefh ; Fohich 3 is the CE 
good and evillz and the Scrip: _— 
will have us to acknowledge our 
folly, and to be made fools in our 


own. judgement, (and: indeed we 


are ſo , but we AVE not be ac- 
counted ſo) and og et all things 
whereby we may become truly 
wiſe,and receivethe influence of ds 
vine knowledge into our ſouls; For 
wearcall foolyhand wicked,and ue 
will not ſee and perceive it, nor b&- 
Jeeye it, and therefore God would 
have us by confeſſing our folly-in 
tre fimplicity,.-to. give a farewell 
unto it,and by ubmirtingour ſelves 
over: unto Gol, be made truly! wil 
and learned by, him. 
. i-Hereuponit'is that Soldmmer calk 
them fook, whom Pe/cals wik 


_ -madprudent; Solomon cdls than 


LT A 


| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
{ 
( 
1 
{ 
] 
| 


| 
- 
q 
4 
þ 
a 
4 
n 


EE - 


Xx E-3-r 4K oo i RO ade he ab Shoe 


 W,unmibwebekn auglt 
wi andfoundof Gadgas Chriflaithts 
zþ _ <—_— | God 
we... - & : 35 


but Pal .cals them wvhat:they ſeam = 
wþeintheirown eyes, :a0d:M.che 
fight of men;Wa muſtaniearn,and 
therein ftrive to-be fools: in that 
whereia we learg: and ſtrive to. be 
wiſe ingBuras itis given us of God 
ſoitcanbe learned-from none but 


God; andas thelove of God: ſhed 


abroad m out hearts , begets4mu- 
tuall love of bim again ; Even {0 
Gods knowing of us, begers in us a 


knowledge'ot him, as Paxl witncl- 


ſethrothe Galathiens,;afrer that ye _ 
knew God, or rather areknown of * 
AFalſoto the. 2kil, I deſire to" 
know.as Lam known.: Andalfo x; 
feb, 3; rn _ loved us. —_ 
anothcrprce: It ary manlove 
he ts'born of God. Out-otalbtheſc 
I gather, that God is neves 
b;.lowcd, ſought,os found of 
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is-in you ;;and Pawito- the-udthent 
a#s.:' He is-not tarre off ifromevery 
one of us; for inhirnive live;move| 
and have our being; Bar'this is mo 
- miſerable & lamcnrable, that choſe 
' who profeſſe: themſelves to know 
God, know him nor:as they:ought 

as Paw! teftifics of 'rhe world:lHfan 
men love the world,” the love of the 
Father is not in him. And'again, If 
any man ſeem to know anyi thing; 
lie krowech:r.otbingiasbe-ovghtr. l 
We ſhould know this thar-by 
Parure we know Dothing, butare ak 
rogether blind, dead, and fooliſh if 
ſpiricuall thipgs,and this knowledge 
ſhould:make us nothing, fooliſh and 
children in: our own cyes; Bur-we 
defire toknow.and fecm wiſe, wher- 
by it comes to paſſe that we know 
not how, or for what end we ovght 
to tearnknowledge,, for wiſdom'i 
n9e given 'uncous for thispurpaſe 
that - thereby being puffed with 
pride,wecxtoll our ſelyes; and b&J 
A: 5 come] 
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world, but-on the contrary-romake 
us nothing. This is the knqwledge 
of God, that makes us: fools and 
childrea to our fclves & the world; 
icdoth not puffe us up, .makiog. us 


ſeem wiſe in our own opinior; Nog. 
for that is the-knowledge of the. 
Serpent, both moſt devilliſh .and-- 


deadly. 


Thus -you ſee. that the whole-- 


world knows not what, ,how, and 
for. what. cnd they ſhould defire to 
kaow; bur-alwaycs ſtrives againſt 


God intheir knowledge; and kr ow 
not.of.what:things they ought, -to-+ 


be 1gnOr,nt. of, but chicfly are Ce+, 
hrous to know-thole things, they: 
ovght.to- be ignorant. of; and:{o. by 


their own art and knowledge make - 


themſelves fools. | 


Wh 


»% 


- Bricfly,that which they do know 
wi do dcefire 10. know, that they-- 

ould learn to-unknow ;and what - 
they rcliſt to know that they ſhould 
| E:5 ) lean: 


Þ» 
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felento Eno, otherwike God will 
neyet ackijowletge them for_ his 
on; becadſe God hath derermined 
never to acknowledge,crown or re« 
ward any thing in us, bat his own 
ifts and: works, that is never to 
or accepr any thing in us but, 
bimfelf:For healone is the Light, 
Life, the way, and the cruth, ſothar 
whoſoeverisnotin-him, orhe in 
rhem, they alwayes wander in the 
parks of error and ſhadow of death, 
Now. every man knows whar it 
ro walk in darknefle. The walls of 
Jeraſalem were not to be opened 
brfore the Sunhedid riſe; even fo 
Nould no man inrend-co go: forth 
br fore'the Sond of righrcouſheſſe 
aroſe in his heart ; fince all _ 
cepends vpon: him , and he ſhould | 

Le. our Teacher and Example, by 

whofe inftrrtion we ſhould learn,, 
and by-whoſe Exattple we thould 
will, as the Fran reftifie, 
I: san eaffe thing tofay;chatthe 
SSC ce world. 
7 11, 
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i, 

is | of the ſpint. : 

4d | will either xcknowledge ae rv | 
*- | himſelfro be the ma that the 
m | whale worldto Godis allflihy an 
o- | the ſonnes of 4dew all were nizurall. 
x-| mcn, with the univerſall righteouſe - 
t, | neſſe, reaſon, & wiſdom therein;but 
ir | bythe workd menthiok xo beunyer- - 
hn | Rood, the Turks, Geanciles,and Heads 
ie | thens; and know not what-peop!le 
\. | of the farthelt. parts.of the- worlds « 

N | attributing ſo muchto DC *. 
of | and Scriptures; which they 
d | [prefer above the fpiritzandatl 
o | do read and have a Bible,mhs 
h | itenough, and that by waſaicin they - 
ſe | mayecfily obtain the ! holy Ghadt ; 
y-1 not confidering that either the ko- 
d | 1y:Ghoſt muſt be their guide; -and 
y | enlightenthemiintbecknowledgeof / 
),. | the Word, or otherwiſe it is bur a 

4 | dead Letter ; and ts fo-farrg fram +: 
bringing life with i it, thar ac morti- 
hs and-kills-che Reader 11:29 Pool - 
% > impliew, 
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implics, 'whetc he ſaich, the ſpiric 
quickensand not theletter;. 

The Jews in ancient times,and {0 
men in theſo dayes doboaſt them- 
ſelves of therwordof God, and are 
ſirorgly.per{waded,\that out of ip 
they arcable ro gather life to: their 
fouls; but they are far dcccived. 

Where fore Chriſt ſaics, In whom | 
think ye to have life. As: for the | 
{ Sexiprures his teſtimony-of them 
{ isthis, that thcy.are them which | 
\ teſtifie of him, 
> Therefore all Arts and know: |. 

lec'gcs are no.wayes the cauſe. of |. 
life ;buethe knowledge of Lite to | 
kn2 him inand with God; wicked |. 
pacure ha: halwaics a pcrverſe end, | | 
propoled to ir 1{cIF, and therefore it | 
| Cefirt's to knew all things, not for 
| - -Ged bur for its-own ſake; therefore 
| alblrhingsareto the fleſh(as itis its 
| feit)vainand perverſe,iÞ rhe learte 
ing « f ſo wany. Arts-had been nes 
ceſſarjto ſalvation, God had cy | 
red! 
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> | were not able to attain to-Life ; bur 
> | becauſe they were formed out by 
re | men, & ſtill are found out by them, 
though no man-be any whit- tle 
t | more unhappy, if ſo be heHevgr.. * 
& | know any thing of them ;. Yea 

2 | were more happy if he could un- 
+ | Jearn chem though .with greater 
dfhcultythen be.learned them;you 
may by the Tree conjeRure what 


f | che Fruici*, whathumaae Arts and 
2 | Sciences are: to wit, the fruit of the 
d | forbidden Tree;How then can they 


I. 


condiice any.thing unto Life, being 
the.onely. precepts and inventions 
of-men? HL 
[Therefore very well in praiſe of 
that word 'of God doth Cornelige - 
4erippacallall arts and ations of 
men meer ignorant fables and foo- - . 
-liſh2eſſe, in his bock. De wvenitate. 
"7 Seien- 
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"theſe worldly wiſe & learned:men! 
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"Seiemiaram. ' The beginning and 
"end whereof we have put- in this 
book, that we may not feem alone 


with Erneſtinus to comemne Arts: 


and praiſe folly. 
* -Wherfore jfchou len unto-arts, 
pleaſe and boaft thy felf in them, 
_ *tavmgany hope or accountirg thy 
felt any thing berrer for them, they 
will prove death unto'thee, for they 
do no more conduce to thy happi. 
neſfe then garments,time, place, or 
ſucklike circumſtances: Bur as they 


are the inventions ofthe fleſh; ſo do 


"they produce no other thinginthee 
then the works and fruits of the 
fcth, ro wir, ſelf-love, pride of ſpi- 


rit, contempr, diſdain, ſecurity, and 


'{uch like; And rhis is verified by ex- 
perience, for no men are more pet-: 
verſe, craftic and covetous, then 


be, being mendrownedin thejrown 
felf-tove , eſteemed. of themſclvy 
* worthy to be beloved and reveret» 
_ FOR! ca 


I. 
$a 


og 
cedof all; fall of raſh jud | 
lovers of all edfures,a foil af 
all vices : that the whole [world 
gives credit ro no menleſſe,, :ſpeakes 
worſe of vo men more: being full 
of taunting and reproaching pre- 
verbs againſt them ora. , 
the betrer learned, the woxſer man-- 
nercd,the berrcr ſcholler the worſer- 
Chriſtian, No man fcapes ſcotfree: 
ont of the claws of a preift, Hethat 
will have an honeſt houſe, muſt keep. 
irfrom Prefts , Apes, and Doves. . 
A Monk dare do as muchas he dare © * 
think, Theſe and fuch like proverbs 
are common inevery mans 'mouttr; . 
'which ariſe from this thar they. are . 
fo fwollen with the poyſon:of the. 
| Fruit of the forbidden tree, ſopult 
4 'vp with the falſe opinton of their- 
own wiſdome and rightcouſnefle, 
'thatno rich man is more inſokenit 
+y reaſon of. his-riches, ther-theſe 
porvenſewiſe men arebyrreaſon af 
"their ares tadknow ledge; So thatic- 
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. ts as eafieto remove Cyrws out of his 
Kingdome;as one of theſe wife men 
out of his opinion ard tenent; And 
truly it cannot be but by how much 
a man is more wiſe inthe art of the 
forbidden Tree, by ſo much he js 
more miſcrable,as Chriſt witneſſcth 
in the Goſpel:that the mulritude of |: 
their-arts and knowledge is an im. 
pedimcnt why. they come not into. 
theKivgdom of God,and publicans 
and harlots enter in before them. - 
Therefore theſe menare to periſh 
with their arts, and to depart emp- 
tie, &.ſo far is any of chem from lea- 
ving his art, = nkang knowledge, 
and. Tialnocnlies that he eſteemeth 
theſe ro bethe good & riches of the 
ſoule; which neither theeves can 
ſteale, nor moathes Corrupt, when ia- 
very deed they ate nothing but che 
-jnventios-of Satan, fruits of the for- 
bidder Tree, and- the death of the 
ſoule; Forthe life of the ſoule is the 
—— of God,which his 
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leite doth. worke and teach in 1 us; | 
to wit, the-fruir of the.Tvee: of. hirs 
whoſe fruir- is that it -makes a man 
gentle, loving,t:fible, lowly, meckey 
&c, By this let-a man examine him- 
(ele, with what wit and righteouſ- 
nciſe he. isendued; ;Farif day by:day 
he belefle in his owneyes,and mche 
judgement of theworld; itheſeeme 
Rillmore fooliſh in himſelfe, arid a 
Childe in his owne thoughts, his 
knowledpe is divine;the. Seed of the 

| Womanza Fruirof the Tree of Ettcy 
but if he finde' contrary: effects ir 
himſcif,then is all his wiſdeme Dez 
viliſh, the Seede of the Serpent and 
Fruit of the Forbidden Tres, and (0 
the death of the ſoule, 1. 177; 


| a: LL 

of the Tree of Life, what it is ? FT A- 
dam was excladed fromit, and not 
, permitted to eate thereof, . ...1 


þ -Alfo grant thus much y that this 
my was viſible in Paradiſe, _ 
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bad this divine vertue beſtowed up- 
on it, that whoſoever cate thereof, 
ſhould liyefor ever;But whereas 4« 
dewbciore had caten of the Forbid- 
den Tree, and had incurred death, 
therefore he ſhould not eatc of this 
Tree of Life, leaſt otherwiſe he 
fhould havelivedfor ever, and ina 
word,God ſhould have been falſe in 
bis Word,which was that he fhould 
| gdycthedcarh, bur God who is Life 
itſelfe, wetild not for ever be angry 
with his Creature, but was uawilk 
- ling that man ſhould for ever live 
inthat miſery, into which he had 
caſt himſelfe, and therefore drove 
him our of Paradiſe, atid afterwazds 
ſhewed him the way by which he 
and eating of thisTree live for ever; | 
and then guarded the Tree of Life 
with a Cherub and a flaming ſword, | 
leaſt man in' bis exile ſhould Have 
| mt rohavecometo this Tacy 
and have catentbercof. 17 


a 
$c* ay 
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"The will and counſcll of. God: was. 
that it was better that man ſhould 
dyc inthe fleſh, and ſo pur off this 
- ilerable life, and change je for a 
- | better, then live mir for ever. - -: 
s | Therefore God who cannot nar 
e | willnot hate us,deltevery way moſk 
3 | meicifull with us, if.ſo-be we would 
n 
4 


wh.ly conſider of if. 

Now do Ithinke thatthe fame at 
e | ſohappened in the true Paradiſe of 
y | A4ams heart, theTree of the Know» 
- | ledge of Good &Evill,is the Seed, 
e | Knowledge, & wiſdome of the Sexy 
d | pent : Andthe Tree of Life, is the 
e | Seed of the Woman,8 the widdom 
is | of God; and theſe two: Trees areas 
ie | God and Satan; ſocontrary oe #9 
another, that the one brings lifeuk: 
10 0s ;andthe other death, - ; ©! 

Therefore he thateates of the-ane, 
d, | its impoſſible he ſhould eate.of rhe 
ve | other, becauſerbeyare divided by 8 
; ih limer, wn 2 ſword; 

11 interpres, fnne :difobg- 
Hmm; dience, 
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dience, which ſometimes in the 
Scriptures is called a partitibnwall,' | 
+For'tic that eates of the Tree'of- 
Knowledge of Good and Evill,that, 
is, he thats poſſ; fled with a Diabo- 
licall wiſdome-of the fleſh, he can. 
not cate the Tice of Life"; that is,he 
1s departed from divine knowledgh 
and wiſdome.that procceds 
50d : For theſe 'two wiſdomes 6 

mcomparable,they cannot be in one 
and the ſclfe- fame hcart, being as 
| contkery onet6 the other, as heaven 
rohcll-; He that eateth of the Tree 
of life,& ispertaker of divine knows 
tedge, be cannot dye, neither finne; 
For this Fruit cats the cater of i,and 
changerh him into irs owne nature, 
mo life,as the Scriptures doeteſtt- 
fie of thoſe that doe cate the flcth of 
Chriſt, 

 *»Foritis one and theſame thin 0 
cate Chriſt, to live in his Word, to ] 

| [eateof the Tree of Life; ro belly 
H God, &c.. as it is alforhe fan! 
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thing to be in Adam, to live.in A- ©: 


; | dan, tocate of the-Tree of Kaow- {4 


ledge, of Good and Evill; to obey 
the —_ of Satan, and be God. * 
Therefore thoſethat eate- of this 
deadly. 1 ree, & adbere tothe ward 
and wiſdome of the Serpent, &are 
Þorneof Saran, theſe cannotdoany 
thing that is pleaſing unto God.. As 
'on the contrary the other doth-not 
ay thing chat is diſpleaſing to him. 
Therc fore he that would be T 
one,muſt bid adew to ha other: 
muſt put off the wiſdom of the Ser- 
pent, and vomit up the Fruit of the 
Forbidden Tree, who would cate of 
'the Tree of Life. 
 eAdammuſt dyc inus,and thewie 8 
of the Fleſh muſt be unlearned of us, « * 
Ifwe would have Jeſus Chriſto live 
in us,and obrain the diteQion'of rhe 
"holy Spiric;For thederath of theSne 


I | 


| '$thelife of the other;theinfirmi 


'vfthe one is the. ſtrength'of the 0. 
.jher.- | 
| No 


| xr The forbidden Fra, © 
|  Nomand can ferye' two Maſtery 


S ok is it poſſible to unite Adam, 
; God, and the Devill together, 


.Cunavpr, XII. 

;ſeof the Word of God,owwbith 
= onghtrabuuld xe ,reſs at, 
"and it onely know, if be will remain 

waſhaken in adverſitie , have his 
Faith manifeſt and approved, and 


-  fude quietneſſe v0 his Soule. 
Pige there be many arts profi- 


nth 
"nmol 


keto the body, which God the 
belly bathcreated, b yet doth daily | 
Bade e out, Which truely bring much | | 


 proficto the kitching8 onely-ſerye, 

6.- yet pH hey their Gcd an bel. | + 
2 olt zealoully;as it is tent | 
I +4 ſhould, gk the NEVE Pra- | | 
'verbeis; thatwhich is profitable to 
Hichody Agth ofcen hurt the ſouls, 
Peg hich the bellies TE, l 


[ors unto it, becauſe the ſpi prick 
vpontrary to the fleſh, Hey | 


The fwrbidtden Froit. EL 
Hee ir comesto pail: thar rable 
, | orbelly arts, becauſe they be the 
| fruit; off ſpring, & wit of the fleſhy 
- | arcaltogether yain,famine,& death 
unto the ſoule.' And -on the contra. -. ; 
ry,tharonely art, the-end whereof, 
was notfor God bellies ad ; 
which 'the whole world doth-ſs 
much ſteight and little regard , that 
onely truewiſdome and Theologie, 
to wit, God and the knowle -— 
bis Word in him 0 ——— 
knowledge of him ivinely inflifed 
into our ſoules, is the folen art my 
neceſſiry ro mans ſalvation, 
' Thereforethe'trae,heaven 
divine art, thetrue'Tree of ag of * 
which whoſoever earetti hath vets | 
lifting life. 
Furthermore; I ſay, this T, 
food, , wine, milke, excelleney, des 
| þ Foce , and'alt whether theopr 
$Jexſare or adventeinenr of 
2M her arts being yain;dor 
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bimſclfc /in. our ſoules, imprinting 
& engraving his Image in us, there. 
by enlightning ſo our underſtand- 
iog, that to ſpeake in a word, he ſo 
of | ach, love, know, underſtand, pray 
of | unto, beare, guide, governeand WOr- 
3} | ſhip himſelte in us. 
" | All orherthings whatſoever are 
q | to dull, and a'] che yertue of things 
ac | ve co baſe, that they ſhould beable 
g, | toteach us God, and give useverla- 
n+ | ing felicitic;or that God by them 
» | ſhould give it unto us, 
þ | God will by bimſelfe, teach him- 
at | (elfe, give,and convay himſclfe inro 
a. | our hearts : Neither will he ſuffer 
e, | his honour to begiven to any crea- 
vg. | ture, that by it we ſh5uld be ſaved 
is | or ſantified ;, but he that heareth 
. | 2nd Jearneth 1t of the Father com- 
meth unto him. T 

He will himſe!fe be the Maſter of 
{| ſpitirs; and ſoa ſpirit ſhall be taught 
4 ofa ſpirit, Andallthoſe that arc di. 

1 vitxly inſtructed of the all-knowing 
wl.: : Þ : 


and 
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and underſtanding God, ſhal be ſaid; 
truely to be learned and wile. | 
The fleſh hath teachers,who be- 
longing to the old Covenant, have], 
commerce with the l:ſh, Thenew, 
Covenant,becauſe ic is ſpirit & life, |; 
and in like manner.-hath a ſpirituall|; 
and new birth of Gad to be inſtw-|; 
Red, hathalſo a ſpirituall word and|+ 
Maſter to jinſtruQir, which is the 
word and ſpirit of Life. [ 
Therefore if any man would know; 
himſelfe,ſubmit himſclfe quietly toſh 
the direQion, & permit himlelte toſp 
be ſpoken too, ſought and found inſy 
him ; He ſurely ſhould be clevatedſh 
ro a wonderfull light; if any man, [jc 
fay, doth follow the infiruRion andn 
Dodrine of the Father in himſeltch 
he verily ſhould finde God in Godſf 
- and with God, But the world bullqy, 
ed & occupicd in the creatures, palſer 
ſeth away in a confuſion, & not cotee 
(idering the hidden and ſecret t 121 
ſure that is cloſed in his hcart-; Ne 
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idJther ſeeks for this precious Pearle, 
but covered all over with the earth 

& [ofthe Creatures, remaineth in dark- 
veIncſſe with the multitude of his arts 
Wind ſciences ; weary, ignorant, and 
e, [yoid of all true arts and ſciences;yer 
all]doth he in the meane ſpace learn art 
Ww-];frer art, further and further ſearch- 
ndjeth inco the my ſtery of knowledge. 
hel And to uſe the words of St. Pawl, 
[s alwayes learning,8& neverable ro 
of|coine tothe knowledg ofthe truth, 
 Whhut the more he learneth, the mare 
 tofperyerſe he is 3 and to ſuch a mad- 
d it nefſe doth he comearlaſt, through 
red] his overmuch wiſdom, that hequite 
n,lfforgers what to ſay, babble, derer- 
and[mine,beleeve, and what opinion to 
lieJhold ; and ſo he rogether with: his 
>0fraile foundation & ficklearts;ftag- 
vlJgers hereand there,flides our of one 
Ferrour into another, unrill he bes 
Oicome vaine in all his imaginations, 
11nd like ro Foxes, caught with all 
\%their tricks and turnings; is thereby 
xq F 2 miſera- 
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miſerably enſnared inthe Nets and 
ſnares of his owne arts and ſciencesl* 
Bur the Chriſtian like ro the Car! 
' hath but one way, knows but one 
art, whereby he is able to ſave him{® 
ſelfe, yea that a chicfe one, 4:7. hig? 
God, in whom he hath all thing; 
knowes, loves, and comprehendsalſ* 
things ; Andthercfore he ſcapeth]! 
when the Fox,though he know m{"! 
. 'ny fleights,and choſecratry ones inſ© 
deed; yet ofcen together with hig* 
Neights,he falleth into the power tl 
the Gods.8&the hands of the huntaſ 
"Therefore thov canſt bo iſt of nol © 
thing,nor build ups any other thin 
- whacſocver,but only that ſure foun { 
dation and art, which is God him 
ſelfe, and his holy Word:For all < 
ther things forſake man in advert ® 
tie, except the hope and confeſſog ©! 
- of God z this is the crue preacher 
- -our hearts, if any man will atten! 
and hearken to what he ſh1ll ſpeas 
in him,he bath planted in us the ſecy V 


ii. 
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ofthe womannecr unto the ſeed of 
{the Serpent, for oppufition unto 
"Trhe ſame;yea he hath confirmed 
Jhis Spiric, finger, word, and Image 
lous; . his ſpirit be hath clotked in 
hid 0S with fl: ſh, and bach. placed it 
captive in the widſt of its enemies 
inthe ravernacle of the fic(h;, that 
þ| it may prevail and cvercome, and 
ſubduirg the fleſh may with it tcit 
a carrie it unto God,ceihe ir,evgr. te: 
hid it,and unite it unto God; For this ts 
roſ he fight between the feſh and the 
te ma in us, of which Paul ſpeakcth 
0 
ind Therefore ifany will yeeld him» 
aol {elf over in the midſt of his enemics 
in} 10 the holy Spirit, and glory it 
God as in a moſt fortified Camp'in 
him : God would (without doub! ) 
once come and vanquiſh his ene- 
ri mies , and ſo he ſhould know all 
end 4hings to eternall Life, - ': 

But the World doth not attend 
4 unto Godin himſelf;alwayes occu- 
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pied with the ſound or noiſe of the 
creatures , paſſeth on with tumul 
and confution, and ſo knows no. 
thing , hears nothing , learns no. 
thing, though in the mean tine it 
compaſſerh , fearcheth, and inqui- 
reth out a thouſand unprofitable 
artS,and continually learns, and the 
longer it learns , it is the more un- 
learned, untill liding into errour at 
laſt, it fals quite down. 

But if men as Chriſtians do, 
would abide with God privately in 
the ſchool of their hearts; and with 
Mary would fit attEcively atthe feet 


of theit Lord, and would both heat]. 


and learn what God would be ples 
ſed to ſpeak, teach, and interpriſe 
m them , verily they divinely in- 
ſtructed, would at laſt vomit up all 
their arts, as ignorant and folly. 
And with Paul would forget them, 
deny them , and account them a 
droſfe and dung. 
Standing, water. is caſily made 
| bright 
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hel bright with the beams of the Sun; 
and a rolling ſtone gathereth no 
10.] moſſe , but the roaring Rivers of 
0. | this world muſineceſſarily be cither 
it] lukewarme or cold, 

vi-l Therefore ir is bchovefull, thae 
Jle] before all things we turn unto God 
hel in our ſouls,and compoſe qur ſclves 
1n-| with him in quierneſle;daily talking. 
-21] with him, hear him, and learn of 
him. Which thing the whole world 
Jo,| is ignorant of ; it knoweth not how 
in} to hear the word, the Miſter, the 
ch] reacher,and how tolcarn of himin 
ect| himſelf , but alwayes ic flycs out of 
ar] irs own heart into the mouth of 
ea. man; who when they be altogether 
iſe] lyars, filchie, vain, it comes topaſle 
in-| that they arealwayes decciyedzare 
all] always learning, and heaping ma- 
ly.| by arts ; when notwithſtanding 
m, with all their arts they are ignorant 
x| and fooliſh, becauſe that which 
they know, is but meerly ſurrepti- 
ons, theeviſh;untried, taken upon 
F: 4. truſt 
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truſt from ottiers', ot which they 
themſelves never  had-cxperience; 
bur if any to pleaſe the people have 
profunQorily belecyed , yet toge- 
ther with che people they beleeve 
ſome other thing. | 

Then truly like Bees rhcy flie out 
in ſwarming ſometimes, proſecu- 
ring a poore Welcll , making deare ; 
enquiry into a matter of little mo- 
ment, and fa!l into ſome matter of 
diſpute', upon whoſe foundation 
and ground they are aJtogether ig- 
norant of , untill they be ſatiated 
with it, then they fall upon ſome 0- 
ther thing. , 

Soin times paſt all Iſracl(in whom 
all che whole world is figured) to- 
ether with their Kings and Prieſts 
did fall, untill they wholly erred 
from the Faith,and once taken were 
led away captive. 

Read the people painted in my 
book of the World. | 

Now I call with Pas! the _ 
O 
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= of God : that fooliſh and offenfive 


4 ſpeech, which ro wir, doth bring 
5 | with ic the croſle, grief, and'dearh 
” of the fleſh, and maketh all thing O'S 
= | which ſcem ſomething to be no. 
© | thing, and onely looketh upon and 
' | regardeth thoſe men who are ro: 
x thing inthemſclves, which in te: 
"| eyes ; of the world ſeem the preare ft 
Sy follythatcanbe. Neithercan it be 
ſ periwaded , that Itting paſſe thar 
"| which ir ſees, it ſhould embrace 
M1 thar which it ncither hath'nor fees; 
| for it would rather have one bird 
in hand then two ina butfh. Neither 
| | doth-iirdcubt ſoit n i.;hrkeep it ro-: 
\ | Preferrea temporaric life bef*re-a 
thouſand &rernall lives, 
; And therfore the Word and rt e 
1 Preachersof the Word hzve bein 
. -rlecured for fools.  ' *? 
; Now the word of God is of ſiich - 
| 2 nature and force, thar thongh | ic 
hath a vulgar ſtile fe fimp! c in't he 
| language of truch,yer itovcr:trow- 
. : F. $3 1h 
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cth all chings whatſocver riſe a- 
gainſt it, it dulleth the edge of all 
wit, andtheſeentifing and corrupt 
contemplations, together with the: 
more eloquent kinde of lying, it- 
doth bring into ſuch ſtraight, that ic 
maketh them to bluſh for ſhame;: 
although (as it is alwayecs the pro- 
perties of lies and ungodlines) they. 
will not confeſſe themſclves to be- 
overcome; For the Word of God 
doth lay. ſuch ſtrait ſiege to the 
heart of. man, that every.one, if he: 
co not ſpeak againſt his own con- 
ſcience, 1s forced thus to think, and 
ſo to determine. as the word doth 
ſpeak, that ſo it is, and otherwiſe it- 
cannot be but a lie. 

Onthe contrary burſts in with a - 
lopg. circumlocution, 2nd one lyec 
doth almoſt weighten-lyes, thar it- 
m. y ſeem to be trucand havea ſha- 
dow thereof; 

Bur the word of-God, as I have 
al:eac'y- ſaid, doth'proceed _— | 

| moſt | - 
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- molt fimple manner, bur ic doth ſo 


gird a man, that will be or not, he 
becometh amazed, and with admi- 
ration aſtoniſhed and affrighred, 
doth ſay, this is the finger of Gog, 
No man ever ſpakethus; for this 
word hath ſuch a ſharpneſle, ſting, - 
and ſtrength , that it pierceth even 
into the heart, and ſeperareth: the 
flcſh from the ſpirit, ſo as the mir.d- 
being captivated withour all: cor. - 
troverſie, aſſents to-the ſame, a1 d- 
confirms the truth thereof with all - 
aſſyranceznot fo crafrie ſubtilriec: n 
be objeed-2gainft the truth, bi eg: 
that may bebattered, weakned, ard 
rcfured withone word; neither can 
any-thing''ſo acute be produced, . 
which weakned with the Iike acute, 
may not be oyerthrown, onely the 
Word of God overccmeth with! 
ſuch force, that: even the mind «tf 
the enemy is overcome and taken 
withit; the outward man alone.znd 


; the face of the ficth, which would-i 


L.O;- 


wall 
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; not be bridled, ſeeks our all kind of | 
ambuſhes, tricks and turnings, to | 


eſcapethis thunder, clap. And fall- 
| hood, for ſhame covers its face 
with its hands, and thereby thinks 
that the. whole body. is covered, 
| that if cannot be ſeen. 

Moreover. it is behovefuLthar all 
Other traditions of arts, words and 
Ipirits, be examined by the Woxd 
of God,as by an index,golden rulc, 
and touch-ſione, 


Tall that the Word of God, | 
. whichis the Spirit and Lifc, ( nor | 


the Letter ) written wichout inke 


and paper in the hearts of belce- | 


vers, which ſpeaks unto the ſouls of 
_ aſlrhoſe thar are obedient unto 1c 


This I call the, Word of God; Not - 
the Scriptures. For it wel, peak'pto- | 
perly, the Scripruresor Letters are] ' 


nar the word of God, but the mind, 
piric,and rhat true divine meaning, 
which Pazl,calieth th: ſence of 
Chriſt a1d mind of the Spirit ;*and 

Chriſt 
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ChriſFthe Word of God:: i 


This I ſay is the wotdrof Godzas 
St. Paul doth: reſtifie : The Lecter 
(faith he) doth killz burthe Spirit, 
thar is the true and ſpirituall mean- 
ing thereof, which onely ſpirituall 
men are indued with , which: doth 
quicken: 

Thee alone havethe Key of Da. 
v4, tor the opening of all che ſeals 
of this cloſed book; to all orher the 
book is ſcaled with ſeven ſeals ;-OF 


-yilich mention is made 1n Dan: 7» 


parable ; and the vail of the Lercer 


 dorh hang before their eycs, untill 


they turn unto God, and (crioully. 4 
will obey his will. 


-'1 The ſpirit of underſtabdingen- 
(tteth mrono'froward fcorncr,-who 
- 4n'the lerrer onely defireth -ro ſhew - 


his nicitie aad clarkſhip. Fer-the 
t1uth is, thar word of God, and his - 


: ſecrets, are made manifeſt rothem 
* that fear him, 


There-- 
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Therefore maby in our times are 
- ſnared,, who betwixt the writings 
and the word of God do know no 
difference, and ſodo they cſtceme 
the Scriptures for the word of 
God, fo as beſide it they know no 
ther. 

But it appears by the teſtimonie 
of many divinely taught, that the 
Scriptures are nothing but the 
husks, the ſhell, the ſheath, the lan. 
tern, the ſhrine, the lerrer, the cave, 
. the vail of the word of God. From 
whence it ariſeth that they appear 
ſo finiſter, and in ſhew often repug- 
nant, and are hidden-from. wicked 
men. . 

Butthe Word of God placed in 
- and under them, is-the kernell, the 
life, fulneſſe,andthing it ſel£,or ſub- 


ance : For otherwiſe thoſe learned | 


- men the Scribes and Phariſees had 


been bleſſed and happy,itthe lerrer |- 


| - h:dbcenthewordof God, vis. the 
light, &c. becauſe they had ſo well 
> Fu conned. 


—_— 
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conned the Scriptures , that moſt 
art of them they could ſay by 
194 yet were they. for all that 
moſt miſerably to periſh. with this- 
Art; and ſo-death is caten by the 
Tree of good and evil, while yer: 
men think thereby to have Lite. 
Bur Chriſt doth more ingenu-- 
ouſly teſtifie, that they know not 
the Scriptures, that is, what in the- 
Scriptures is the word of God z for 
what otherwiſe belonged to the 
letterand grammaticall ſence they: 
writ, but knew not the mind of 
Chriſt, which was the force and 
meaning of the letters ; and the ler- 
ters in my-judgement are of ſt pur 
poſe, fo (iniſter and darkly dictated 
by the holy Ghoſt, comprehended 
and declared, rhat thoſe impious 


| ſwine and dogs may not underſtand = 
4 them, according as: Chriſt 'out of 
- I{&4h doth cars, them, & giveth 


this reaſon, why he ſpeaketh ſo ob- 
ſcurely by {imilitudes, and demon- 
ſtraceth 


174 =” forbidden Fruit, 


*ftrateth the ſame thing more ſigr.ih 
cantly in F047», leſt we ſhould make 
-an idoll of the letter ; And that we 
"ſhould think ſome other thing more 
neceſlarie to ſalvation then Bibles, 
ro wit, that of God we ſhould de- 
fire the Light of his word,whichis 
- hidden in this Lantern;and alſo that 
true teacher the holy Spirit, which 
may dirc& , lead, and itiſtruc us in 
the holy Scriptures, -nd may open 
the ſeals thereof, declaring unto us 
the myſterie of this ſhrine, that is, 
his divine word, Law, pleaſure, wil, 
and mcanivg., hidden under the 
dead letter. . 
Many thionk-it cnough that they 
have Bibles,and know how to read; 
-Here forſoorh they fiad the holy 
\ - Ghoſt, theword of God, that dou- 
ble Swordof the Spiric z yer wrap- 
ped up, and cloſed.in the heath: 
; Bat who can underſtand, gain, 
- find,and brandiſh the ſames He an- 
- ſwersby the Prgpher ſgab: Young ; 
(175 ; Clef . 
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ch;Idren, who/will beatrazd ar this 
killivg lerrer , they are fore our of 
heart, iremblc and die for tear. 

Therefore it is not encuvh, al- 
though itis good to have Bibles. 
What to have Bibles? Allthe Pha- 
tifees had the ſame, cold ſay thent 
by heart, and yct the'y lived no ke 
blind and dead, 

Thele- very Bibles are the Tree 
of good andeviil, of which they 
did ear death,although to the godly 
who conſult with Gud about the 
meaning ofthem, and renotincing + 
themlſe:ves, pray unto bim for the 
obtaining of his Spirit, they be the 
Trice of Life ; God will 'give his 
glory -to none other, no' not to'the 
Scriptures, but hath made them 
dark unto us, and hath reſerved the 
Interpretation to himſclf, that' ke 
may teach, enlighten,rule, & guide, 


” how, when, and as he will; and' Ns 
' will1is,that we alwayes wy firong= 
' er, ahd by deprees come fevrer to 


- the 
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the knowledge of the truth,ifſo be 
 wewould dothe ſame by his kelp 

but he hath not ſowen his word by 
the way- fide for dags and (wines, 
bur hath covered it, the ſame being 
hiding in the letter, that we may not 
reſt our ſelves contented in the let. 
ter, but dig up the hidden treaſure, 
and with all religion pray for grace 
and underſtanding,and conſult with 


his holy Spirit, that hemay take ns]. 


into his tuition, guide us, reach us, 
leadus unto the Tree of Life, the 
fruit whereof may feed us up unto 
eternall Life, 


And this js the triall of all Arts, 


compared and agree with the word 
of God, that that which is divinely 
unto us, we find to be true by his 


word in Our hearts. In a word, that 


our ſpirits may confirm the ſame ſo 
to be by its teſtimony, as we haye 
. divinely learned the ſame, and that 
we ſuſtain for the defence thereof 
.. to die, There- 


Dogrines, and Spirits, thaethcy be 
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- Therefore it is likely & ſo it ſhall 


be indeed, what dodtrine ſoever 
cometh from God, the ſame 1s not. 
repugnant to the word , which di- 
vinely taught, we have in our 
hearts, but agreeable, thereunto gi 
veth teſtimony that we know his 
word, as we are known of God,and 
comprehended as we are compre. 
hended of him, otherwiſe how 


|- could we ſay Amen,andaſſemt if the | 


conrrary ſhonld befall in vs. 
Therefore they are much deeet. | 
ved who think that nothing is the 
word of God, but what altogether 
differeth from our minds ; & there- 
fore compell themſclves onely. to | 
beleeve thoſe things which intheir 
inward man they can perceive, feel, 
and comprehend to be far wanting . 
inthem, and contrary to them.  : 
Indeed the word of God inva- 
deth our hearts with an exceeding 
force, becauſc ir is ſpirit, our hears 
arc fleſh ; but where the — 


tt... 
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heart addicts it felf ro the worſhip 
of God, the word is ſoon incorpo- 
rated inus, ar.d our heart made one 
with ir,is converted into ſpirit; ſoas 
now the truthit fecleth, yea & what 
more it witnefſcth that ro be true, 
which the ſpirit doth ſpeak unto it 
and is ſo bound that it neceſſarily 
muſt aſſent uato it, Neither doth it 
ſocompel or force.it ſelf to belceve, 
buritisſocompeled, that it cannot 
but belceve, and would a thouſand 
firmes make aloſſe of its-bodie 1a- 
ther then belecve otherwiſe. 

So again the mind cannot be be- 
leeved, & as long as the mind doth 
not aſſent,it is a ſure argument, that 
as yet it hath not comprehended, 
.nor as yet 1s the word incorpora- 
ted in thee, northe Sonneof God 
born, 

For he who comprchendeth the 
word as he is comprehended, feel- 

eththe ſame,yca teftifiech & know- 
eththatthe ſame is true. 


Where- 


the ſpirir, Forif thou arra beleever, 
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| Wheretore com pare,or examine 
all learning with the teſtimony of 


God dwelleth in thee, and thou art 
ſealed with his word an4 Spirir,but 
if thou doſt no: beleeve,this exami- 
nation nothing belongeth unto 
thee; For it iS ſpokento the belec- 
ving Theſſalonjans,try che ſpirits, 
It:ina wicked man the ſpirit were 
to be compared with his heart and 
with the letters, he could never 
rizhtly judge how he doth under. 
ſtand chem, becauſe he takerbithat 
ro be the word of God whatſoever- 
pleaſerh his wicked and perverſe 
heart and cycs. | 
On the contrary,it is commanded ._ 
to the Saints, that they try & prove 
all ſpirits and doErines by the word 
of God, which divinelytaught,they 
have apptoved 1n their ſouls;not to 
the wicked who are unfit ro-everie 
good work, and whoſe judgement. 
God dothnat approve of. 


Buy 
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Bur if they ſay, they are to be 


/brought to the Touchſtone of the 


Word the holy Scriptures. I wil. 
lingly grant the ſame, fo that you 
underitand that of the minde of the 
Scriptures,which isthe onely word 
of God; which alſo only thoſe who 
are of God do underſtand, bur if the 
| Dodrine and Spirit be compared 
with the Letter of the Scriptures, it 
will be compared diverſly, every 
one according to his owne under- 
| . ſtanding, in which they are decei. 
ved; neicher is this rhe truetryall, 
as morecleare then Light w-:e may 
ſce it ; Since all defire the Letter ro 
be this Judge, and thinke them of 
themſelves to be the ſame, 
Thereforethat which hath not che 
examination I ſpeak of, which I but 
| now ſpake of, is as eafily confuted 
2$ it is admitted, as Gregory ſaith, 
| Herearecaſhcered all the arts, cx- 
| Planations,orations, and comments 
ofmen, which arcboughes and fruits 


— 
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of the forbidden Tree, inthe Para- 
diſe of this world, from which as 
yet all men doe cate death, aud yer 
nevertheleſſe, with Adam and Eve 
thinke themſelves to eate life, and 
hope tobe Gods. Therfore all mens 
arts are no other then a plant of che 
Devill, who thinkcth by this means 
to change men into Gods,and from 
hence pfomiſeth life and immortali- 
tie, when nevertheleſſe death is be- 
fore their eyes, ſo ſoone as they 
have eaten of this fruit. 
Now that ſentence ſtandeth firme: 
Every plant that my heavenly Father 
hath not planted ſhall be cut downe. 
Therefore all thoſe Arts muſt 2- 
gaine in their originall be broughe 
to nothing. 
| ThatIconfefle is the onely Scope 
of the holy Scriptures, which is the 
word of God,knowne of them who 
are of God ; Burt thatthe literall and 
grammaticall ſenceis this,l doe not 
thinke, which wicked men doe un- 
dcerſtand, 
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gcr(tanu,and allotollow, and yet bj yet by 
* Chriſt are denicd to underſtand the 
Scriptures, but as they expound 
themſclves inthe Godly, out of the 
Doctrine of the Holy Ghoſt ; And 
this meaning caraor be comprehen- a 
ded in open "Commentaries & rules, It: 
but the Holy Ghoſt will have this [f 
book and myftcry reſerved ro hime [fl 
"ſelfe, neither will he have it imprin- 
ted, but will ſhew,ceach,"nd opento i] 
all,cccord; vg tothe meaſure of eve [he 
ry mans faith, as much as is neceſla- Inc 
. Ty, netther will he have it ſo CO its ſit 
'txd,that one may teach anather,and 
ſo incroach upon the priviledge of 
 God,bur will reach it bimſelfe, chat] | 
all &every one of us may be divine- sf 
ly taughr, and may glory that wee [nor 
have learned the word of God from: , 
God, and not from men, with plea- tex 
ſantdocility, yet ſo as men ought, 
. and every one may one to anorher [yr 
give that teſtimony which he hath[non 


le:rncd from God. G 
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7 | Soic comerh to paſſe,that with Chriſt 
« [and his Apoſtles we are wirneſles of the 
| Word, not Miniſters of the Spirit; For 
who hath commanded the Winde, bur 
* Jonely the Maſter ofthe Winde. 
1 | To this belongs that which 7ob, Fere- 
- | mic, and E/ayas (ay, that we {ball all be 
;, [taught of God, ſoas it ſhall not be nece(- 
s [fary fot ns to be taught of any other, but 
that ſo its ttue as the holy unftion ſhall 
teach-us. 
And whereas God is onely true, and 
all men are lyars,it cannot be but ir mult 
be alye and errour wharſocyer cometh 
1- [not from God ; and that cannot come 
t- [from God which all wicked know and 
4 (underſtand, Since they ate notof God, 

but are ſeparated trom him by the partt- 
tion wall of ſinne, | 
a} Now what commeth not from God 
E- [is finne, an4 not good;and what ſhincth 
ee [nor from his Light, is alcogether dark- 
m{T:,alkough iu ſccme nd hte and 
.2-|Wiſdome, as | q—— e Cal- 
dean Philoſophers, their owne wit hath 


pls 


Ideceived them » and they were wearied 
KI Iyth the mulcicude of their owne 1nyca- 
[41 ONS, &CC. | 

\ God ſpeakerh this againlt all arrs,cx- 
W725 G cert 
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cept the art of God, formed-in us by his 
Ward; which cxhibits unto us nothing 
tobe medirared upon,and viewed in the 
Light but onely God, to know and un- 
derſtand God,becauſe that word is very | 
ly-God, without any diſtin&tion of na-1 
ture ; there as God cannot be defined, 
deſcribed, or divided ; but if we ſpeakef * 
properly,Gad.is all inall chings,and ye | 
nathing of all theſe things which canbef | 
felt, conceived , or comprehended by | 
ſence, reaſon, orundetſtanding,ſpoken,| | 
writtenor heardz({o is theWord of God] , 
infinite, infallible, incomprehenſible, e-| | 
ternally by it ſelfe exiſting, and farre ex-| | 
r 
k 
t 


eceding all. the writings and words 

men» becaule it» as God cannot properly] | 
be written, read, or ſpoken. Since it-1 

God, and was before writing or man 

was; and:thall be when man is deceaſed] |, 
and writing ate ccaſcd. - 
-. Therefore all things arc ſubje unto] ,, 
yanity;For which cauferhe nature of all] ;; 
things arecalled vaine and vaſt, by rex] , 
ſon of the accident of vanitie, although] | 
12 it ſcl{c.t be good; onely the wordal] ,, 
God, which in itſclfc is perpetuall and] 7, 
ſcrmperternal], can neither be writtenin] x, 
Letters,nor expelled in word,enduteth 5 
rcvcr, | Hen] *: 
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Hente it comes ropaſle,that whatſo- 
ever is.ſpoken or written of it, as that 
which 1s nor of God hinſelfe, remaines 
but as a ſhadowa figure, and teſtimony 
thereof, andis not properly God and hus 
Word. | 

Now no mart cant ſpeake or utter this 
Word, therefore it is neceſſary that it 
fpeake it ſelſe, in an obedient and wil 
ling heatt ; and for this cauſe 1t is 1&- 
quired of every man, that he ſubmig 
himſelfe under the potent hand of God, 
ol] yoid. of his owne will; free and <leate 
&] frorrt his owne heart,and ſubordinateta 
X+| the willot God, that God or his Word 

o may {peake,tcach, (eeke, love,finde,ac- 
ry knowledg,beſcech,hear.praiſe, honour, 
-BY fearc, and adore it (clf. 
uy This alone is the att of God,which he 
{ed himſclfe dorh teach in us, without this 

all ocherarrs arc nothing;for beſidesthis 
Ir t© know all things, is to be ignorant of 
all 2llchings. Allarts wichour this att is va- 
GX] nicic , which yer is berrer conceived in 
ug hearr then it can be utteted in word 
w yea it cannot be cxpreſled or declared 

n words, rherfore no mancan teach the 
” ſame to another, bur it is co be taugke 
ny and manifeſted by God, to the teaching 
neal © G 2 of 
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of which whoſoecyer are ſent, they are 
not Doctors or Maſters, but onely wit. | 
neffcs of that Word, which by the yer- 
tue of G: d is before in our hearts. | 
Therefore it hath many names,which | 
oftentimes are ned one for another ; ſo || 


— 


that as {ſometime the Fathcr, ſometime 
the Sonne, and ſometime the Holy 
Ghoſt is called the Fountaine of Life or 
"Truth ;'Sothe Word ot God is ſome- | | 
times called the Seed of God, ſometimes | | 
his ſoule, ſ-merimes his ſonne, ſome+ | | 
time his arme>{omctime hishand,ſome- | 
time his right hand, ſometime his Law, | 
ſomenume his will, ſometime his1mage, | 
ſometime his inſpiration, 
And hither may be referred all the 
names which the Scriptures give to the 
Father, Sonne,and Holy Ghoſt, and the 
word of God, which ate ail one, and re- 
. ferred unto one, ſerve to the ſignificati- 
on of the ſame thing, | 
And this Word which in the New 
Covenant is called Chriſt, is the cflence 
of ail things which are, and all things 
are created by it, and alſo are preſerved, 
nouriſhed,and ſuſtained by it,and in tt. 
$o thatall things have their being ra- 
thcr inthe Word thenin — 


lt 
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And if God ſhould w thd:!aw.thit 
Word to himſclte, as was the cſtare.cs 
them before the beginning of the world, 
while yer the world was not made of, 
him, ſo ſhould all things neccſlarily in 
the ſame moment be turned io nothing 
againe. | | 

hereforc doth God eycn tothis day 
preach this Word unto us, and yet ic is 
incffable, as Tavlerws (aich, though in 
him all tlings have their c{Icnce an 1 
being in and trom God. 

Wherefore to commit and conſcrrate 


-a mans ſelfe to this living word of God, - 


is the onely life eternal! ; and that true 
one art and pait of ary which cannot 
be raken from her;all other arts are yain 
and muſt periſh with the inventors and 
profcſſors,only to know God,and obcy, 
his Word, which the Scriptures calls ro 
cate Chriſt, to beleeve in him, to put 0a 
the new man, to adhere unto God,to be 
born anew to live to the ſpirit, to hearc 
and receive the word of God, to be bap- 
tized,to be ingraftcd into Chriſt , to re- 
ceive Chriſt, and many other tearmes : 
is not only of it {c}te immortall,bur pre- 
ſerveth all from death, who ate indued 
with the ſame, No man can conſume 
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this bread;bur it preſerves hiumrhe carcr 
thereof from etcrnall death,and hunger 
uno eternal! life. | | 

This treafure canno theeftake away, 
no ruſt or moath corrupt. Ina word,this 
eternal word is to a Chriſtian all things: 
in adverſity a ſword & weapon againſt 
all dangers , meat to him._that ſtares, 
clothing to the cold, far want of divine 
grace, and aſure ſanftuaric to every fu- 
P1TIVE, 

Bur he that knoweth all things, and 
is ignorant .of this, knaweth nothing; 
cven as he who knoweth and hath all. 
things, & wanteth God, poileſſeth noe 
thing; and if it cculd be, that any man 
could know all Arts, which all men at 
any time have known and underſtood; 
if he were a P4rdora.ot a Hippigs,knows-. 
1g all things, yet were. he not cherefore 
any whit better in the ſight of God; yea, 
dare ay, he ſhould be ſo much the 
worſe , by how much he had glutted 
himſelf of the tree of knowledge, and. 


catendcath; fgr thermore poyſon i5 res, 


ceived. the ſpecdjer will the deſtwFtian, 


Andeven as this was the fall & death 
of «Adam, viz, to become a god and to, 


arrogate 
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arrogate to be ſomething i in Hingſelf, 
and to: know, I will not ſay to be 1 

rant of nothing.Thar tall cannot be for- 
given,Ot repaired, unlefie thou yomirup 
2ll that diabolical art and curious know- 
ledge; and befes car of the Tree of life, 
which ſhallwork in thee an utter forger- 
fulneſſe of all thoſe arts,and make thee a 
child, a fool, and reduce thee ro inno- 
cencie under God, that fit length thow: 
mayeſt know that whicl? God would 
know in thee;fo he himſelf ſhonid teach 
and-ſuggeſt in thee by his word,accotd- 
mg as1t1s ſaid; orherwile all thinzs are 
ans yea though a man _ 
all things, they are not onely unprohie- 
able, but alſo a hmdrance to this are of 
God. He tha: is ignorant ofthis, iny 
hath he learned and known all thin 

aſe befides. 

In the word of Godalone witch pro- 
ceedeth out of the mouth of Gd is ſe2- 
ted the rule of all things, the feope, db- 
Arine, art, lite,and Fn eu 
is to be done,what notto be done; what © 
to be ſpoken , what not to be' joke 
whether to crier, from whence to . 
patt and come out, 


| up other nay be variable whtar= 
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ſoever they be to time, fortune, vanirie; 
death,and ob'ivion; and not onely theſe 
arts, bur alſo the letters, books, torms; 
maſters, rongues, which we uſe, do pe- 
riſh, and others after them, which ſuc- 
ceed in their places , fo that nothing is 
conſtant and of long continuance in the 
carth, but all things according to thr ir 
viſible nature ,are frail, mutabic , and 
momentary, How often are the tongues 
themſelyes changed; how often the 
forms being removed, do new ſucceed 
in their place(as Ihave ſaid before).Or- 
thography is nut ever like it ſelf, & rhe 
ſaine with all people in ail tmes;yea the 
rrue pronunciationof the Latin tongue 
(as Cornelizs Agrippa in his book, called 
De vanitarte ſcientiarumformetly alledgs 
ed by us) is periſhed, and no where ex- 
tant, Morcover , the ancient letters of 
the Hebrews are gone, fo chat there is 
no memorie lett thereof , but onely 
thoſe which E/aras in their place in- 
vented. 

Adde moreover , that the tongue 1s 
made ver y lame by the Caldeans, which 
alſp hath bin incident to periſh of other 


can find out their ancient form and dia- 
les; 


tongues ; So that no man there 1s wio. 
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ke&s;Beſides this,new wordsdo alwaies 
creep in, rhe old word being grown'out 
of uic. And again, the old words are rce- 
cerv<d, che new being taruſt out ; ſo far 
forth, that nothing 1s durable or-c6f1- 


ſtint in this life. And ifany man woule. - 
obſerve, he ſhall find thar our moiher © 
Tongue in England is daily changed? 


that at this day they ſpeak o.herwile 
then they did a few yeets fince ; yea and 
ſuch a curiofirie an niccneſles there .1$ 
inthe word ani Tongues , that whaz 


men have a while made uſe #f, fudden- - 


ly they caſt away as-diſdaining the: 
{ame ; Everic.: man endeayouring to 
bring ouc ſome n.w-and rare thing,that 
he ſeeme nut to imitate the words of 
any other : infomuch that the chief 1n- 
yenter . of words do now: obta 1 the 
chick praiſe and cſlunation of Art, And 
by this means all things are contcunded 
che carth ; and what now 1s new, ts 
preſently grown old ,-and anon: bc- 
comes newagantzand the nearts of mens. 
the Kingdoms, peoples, and Langu g:s 
ofthe World, liketo the courſe of the 
yecr, | 

Intimes palt France ſpoke the Dt \, 
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of the Gerwave affairs, mot elegafitly 
proves)but now-it hath gathered a pro= 
per ipecch tairſelf out of Italy, Germane,. 
and Spaine, but moſt ſpecially from 1ta- 
i; which thing of the tongue! was cau- 
fed, perhaps by their warzbecanle divers. 
pcapie paing mixed: together , they: 
made and ned a mixed kind of ſpeech, 

Hence it came to paſſe > that as yer 
they retain ſome of the Germain words:: 
as Swppen Sacken kyſpen, which they als. 
moſtaccotding tothe NethetGermains: 
proncunce, afrer-the. baltard Gexmiaine. 
Sper, Sacen, Cnyften,” ' | 

ThisIfpeakthat we may ſec that no-- 
thing 1s conftant or new in the earth, 
and that is true which Terexce writ:No« 
thing ls{poke now which was not ſpoke 
. betore; So-nothing. is done-which was 
not done before. So. that { orxtlizns A- 
£/;ps thinks the 1nvention of Gunpown 
d r,and/guns was noncw invention ; of 
which opin10n1s the Hiftoriau 'olarirar 
wis.; and this nay be gathered wutiof 
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the xr of Virgils Encads ; whietE'thas he 
w.its of Salmon: tu bill f 243.9 


T Salmon ſaw With p1in ar dterment late, 
Wha would {owes [anee thuuder 314th. 
= | Fix | 
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F or carried by g. ftceds, with torch in hand, 


a Th ough Blis City and all Grecian: Land 

;. | Pidride 3 triumph and command that all 

. | Shouls geue him honour anda diene call; | 

« | 0 mad man,he who with his &hariatss. wife 

+ | Honld imitate the mighty thunder worcts 
& And Solomon ſhews the ſame allalong-” 

p inthe3. Chap. of Eecle/. as alſo in the 

.. | firſt : that what hath been thar ſhall bes. 


. | what hath been done;the ſame hall be 
> | done,neither is thereanythingnew un- 
" der the Sun : & 

There is ſomething whichis as if it 
were-new, yet wasthat inancient times 7 
which hath been betore us. There is no 
memory. of tormer ages » neither 'fha'l 
there be of thoſe-thar afeon come 4'4a- 
moneg(t who areto be $and $ 1tle- afrer 
thingspalt, and things to corme;.are all - 
forgotten, and the wiſe together with's 
the fool dodice. In which words what 
'other thing would the Preacher ſhow 
'thenchat all. arts are ſubje& rooblivian- + 
.anddeath;Neuhercanth:y alwayeste- 
maininthe ſoul, burtogerhtr-with the 
body departs gr periſhech by death For 
Aothing ( I tay”) eatt.aghexe:umothe- [- 
agopiickidrocnthaioa} whichls | 
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like unto God) and conſiſt indeathand 
fire;bur what is onely God & his word, 
this isthe onely endureable treaſure,and 
the meat of Erernall Life : Not that o- 
pinion and Arr of Philoſophers,but the 
true gecOd of the mind and ſoul, which 
can happen ro no other thing but the 
word; alchough 1donortdemic butthat 
word appcared to ſom? of the Gentiles, , 
and taught them; becauſe God is -»0 
"Feſpetter of perſons, buti as- a' common 
Light of ſouls, asthe Stn is the Light of 
the whole worid ; neither isthe hand of 
God ſhortned, nor his eye envious, that 
he ſhould not Took upon the whok 
World. | 
With the ſame love, cye, ard grace 
ſince we arc All alike the ſame work- 
manſhip of God, all of the ſame love, 
eſtimation, and authoritie with him, 
Hence thou mayſt colle&har all arts 
(mverred by men) are death, and fruits 
.ofthe Treeof knowledge of Good and 
' Evill, For affoon as Adam had caten of 
that Tree, the ſame day he died inthe 
eyes of God, as thehiſtorie declares; al- 
thuugh. afterwards according to the 
Aſh; he. lived many yeets ; as from 
:heavcn'y mantersthe:ſameday was-tils 
#71 cycs; 
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eyes ſhutup,and he cate death,alchough 
in his owne judgement his eycs were 
| | opened,and he ſeemed to himlelfe tobe 
a living God, knowing good and evill : 
» | Thenbegan he to exerciſe his att; ls 
i | cunning toexpound, diſpute and: ſecke 
| ont amalictous {ubti:} and captwoas mea» 
-| ning inal|chinzs, and alſo ro -deale dey 
| | ceitfully with God, and in -all things to 
| hide himifelfe; to-cover htmſelte with 
| Fig-l:aves, to kiſke his owne handzmAa 
{ | word,to worſhip himſeite, by inventing 
| 
; 


'many arts amongſt his poſterie.. 
Andourof this Roote ſprung up all 
the.precepts of men, .their exp2f1tions, 
theirarts; and foexceilent a ftoundattm 
have they, as both rhe inyentar and the 
. | -amthourot them was the Devill;andthe 
| firlt Scollerthat learncd them , did eare 
death r'ierefrom. | 
An this Science and Art ts utterly to - 
be abhorred, being no other thcna Nia» 
boltcall-perſw2ſjon, conceived in Adam, 
formed and hid in the Seede of the Ser- 
pent ; And yer all the World, as Adams 
did, thinks that life is placed 1n it ; nei+ * 
ther doth irreceiveany in{trutionfrom . 
Adam neither indeed underſtand the his 
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andthat whole matter' at this day doth 
live yet, accounting it but a Hitito 
long ſince a&ed & done,and a 
dare ſay,theWord of God endureth for 
Vc 
Therefore wee muſt needs conteſle, 
that noching is paſt which in its kinde is 
not yer extant. | 
Whole Aofes is urged npon Chriſti. 
ans, neither is one jot of the Word of 
'Qodloſt, which ſhall not be fulfilled in 
moment in ſpiritand truth. - 
Thereſore the fall of Ad« happeneth 
- . Gatly; daily doth Adams in his poltcritie 
eate of the torbiddenfruit; And thertore 
his Sonnes m Adam, as m the roote, are 
damncd-anddead. . 
} Now this our fall as Adams, isamend- 
* £dandrcpaircd,it we (pit ouc and vomit 
- upthis knowledge of good and evil] as 
-,-poyſon; and become as - Adam was be- 
fore his fall, children, tooles, and inno- 
ecmc'Turtles, that we may cate of the 
-Freeof Life, and (ufter the Seed of the 
Woman to be mgrafred 1 us, This is 
not the Seede, the arr, wit, and counſell 
of rhe Serpent; but the ſeede,word,will, - 
tht minde of God, the. Tree of- Lite, 
whichaghalocycr carceh,. and Since [ 
ws b4 


my 
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himſclfe robefed therewith, is indewgd 
with Ecernallt Lite. ; CETTITED 
Now inus there is a Medicine with, 
popſon ; For as by finne the Tree of, 
knowledge of good and evill was plana 
ted mtu the hearc of Adam, fo by lais- 
conver(ion, riftng againes-and Seede 
the Woman, the Trec of Life is planted; 
by the Tree of death inthe heart of 4 
dam, From theſe two Seeds and Trecs: 
fo dfterent. doc fprmg. different fruits; 
fo as one'1s poyſon and death, the -ocheg 
s Medicine and: Lite; and #t any man 
would know that plane, which 1s called 
manhe may cafily know what heought 
torhinke of his awne art, knowledge, 
wiſdome, and righteoufmeltt, howthab 
this pleaferh all mehs.and.1s of great ze- 
fpeQ with them:3 For what:1js'current 
with the world but. its owne coyne? 
Whar bur the wiidome, art,and cightes, 
ouſneſſcof th: flcſh,ſeermeth haly inthe 
hgh of men: onelythe Haly Ghoſt can 
reprchend the-yorl of linac, righicouls 
nefſe} and judgement, . eh, 
- Jt is-yondertull ro behold' how-the 
world doth daily yet cate death.of the © 
forbiddenTree;which.urce yourmay call 
(as ths Germaine Theglogiedoch ) aut 
Tv749% own 
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own will zand although God doe daiy, 


cry aloud in them,and moreover provi- 
dcth by the witneſſes whom he ſendeth 
to teach themexternally, that they ab- 
ſtain therefrom, or otherwiſe they ſhall 
reape dearh therefrom, yer none belce- 
yeth bu: all follow that Serpent, which 
ſecretly in our heart doth {peake thus : 
Not death ſhall you reap by any means, 
but if you know many arts, you ſhall 

like unto Goci,& live for ever 3 (th's the 
whole hiſtoric of the Bible remaincs in 
force at this day;) & from henee atrifeth 
a certain art and curiofitie, enquirivg & 
ſearching out ; Neither will any (ubmit 
himſclfc doc vly and ſimply unto God, 

and obey tus word. 

' © Butevery man will be his owne, yea 
Gods Maſter too,8 tcach bath/himſelte 
and God,bring him into the Schooie,8& 
there preſcribe unto him, with whom, 
Where, what, wherefore hc ſhall due, 
ſpeake, permir, or omit. | 
' Hence it commeth to paſſe,that wif- 
dome 1s juſtified alwayes of her Chil- 
dren; & thoſe men skilled ina thouſand 
arts,and adove meaſure craity,Godcans 
not-ſarisfic, neither can: he obtaine. his 


Kingdome, or get any love or right at 
Ro their | 


they will not ſuffer others a—— 
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their hands. Since they will be aJroges 
ther Gods, and kiſſe their owne handss * 
will, wiſdome, prudence, and reaſon, 
The art of che Devill, which is ſucked 
out of the df12gs of the Serpent,hereup»' 
en we compoſe many books,deliring to 
teach: the whole world, not knowing 
how to teach our { Ives. , 
From hence it-comes that the proud 
Dzvill, alas ! is buried deepe inlearned 
men, whom their dcadly knowledge 
doth ſo dangerouſly puffe up, that they 
thinke theinſelves worthy all honour, 
both from Gol & men, and oftenrimes 
if not in word, yet indeed they make 
their eſtate as _ and Adam did. 
No manunderſtaideth how we dai- 
ly bec ze Lucifers & Adams,butithinke 


"——_— aL 
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| that to bethe relation of a thing: long 


{ince done in Adam, and condemne'his 
wicked pride and fa!l,whennevertheles; 
we all {ticke faſt over head and cares in 
the ſame, and yet deride others who in 
this kinde are fooliſh. - - 
Divines preach much the Word a 
his precepts, but when they are 16 be 
kext, indeed they are wanting inthis;; 
yea what themſelves doſomtimes teach 
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but contented meerly inthe bare words, 

{o making theword of God _— bur 
a meere Art, a matter of ralke and dif- 
putation, & had rather be called know- 
ers and fearers of God, then lovers of 
him, that not in vaine is the Proverbe, 
which is verified by experience,teaching 
and confirming the ſame : The greater 
Scboker, the worſer Chriftian, + | 

TheGrammarian is carefull that he 
erxe not in his ſpeaking, but little regar- 
deth the crrour of his life. 
. In like manner the Pocts had rather 
be-lame in their lives then halring in 
their Verſes. Philoſophers would know 
all things. but not thermſelvcs. The Hi- 
- - ſtoriandeſcribeth all peoples, but neg- 
_ IeQeth himſelfe. The Orator is more 
follicitous | that he :{peake not rudely, 
then that he belecve nor, or live wick- 
edly, The Logitian will ſooner forſake 
the truth, then Jcave his opinion and 
concluſion. They that have any thing 
todoc with Ceometrie, do ſooner meas 
ſuce the "Earth: then their -wayes. The 
Muſician taketh more care that his { 
be not diffonant , then that his carriage 
beconſonant. Aſtrologers travel ovet 


+ thewhole Heayeos, and foretell things: 
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| to come. but ſee not the ditch undes 


their fcete. 

\ The Coſmographer xclatcs- of all- 
Mountaines, Valleyes, Woods, and Ri- 
vers, but that makes him'not one haire 
better in the ſight of God. The Phyſ1- 
gian healeth ſicke mens bodies,” butreg- 
pennnkagy healing of his owe f{aule- 
LAWyCcrs are alone cxpert in the pre+ 
cepts of men,but neghgently viglaterhe 
Lawes of God, ſo as the Proverbſram 
bence hathxiſen:Newher doth the Phy- 
{tian live,nor the Civilliandye well:ber 
cauſe Phyfirians of all men are moſt in- 
tempcrate, & Civillians the worli Chit 
ſtians ; and for that cauſe (as Baldws be- 
ng an.ecxpounder of the Law himſcjte 
doth ſay ) the moſt part ofthemage $ax 
ken away by ſudden death, + 15 
-Other Arts-men I willnothexe men: 
tion, but referre you to Coraeline Agripy 


þa, chap.100, 7 


,»0 the Devill doth compaſſe us abou: 
ug roge of folly 3 ood. that 
aneumewih one queſtion, ſomeringe 

with another art, we be ſo amazed; 
;mcane time - wee, negle&; the anely. 


Tcrence of Gad, in whichall things cons 


lift, even, as the Adulierelle CHedeny 
when 
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when her husband 72/0» purſued her, 
cut her Children in pieces,and diſperſed 
the:r members in the way, that 7aſon 
might bee buſied in the gathering of 
them up, while ſhee eſcaped out of the 
Countrey. 

Alas, ſhall death, finne, and the De- 
vill thus pleaſe us ſhall we alwayes thus 
feeke Godin hell with the DeviltLighr 
withdarkneſſe > The living among the 
dead 2 

One thing 1s neceſſary, and this no- 
man will deſtre;zmany things are unpro- 
fitable and unhealth(ull, yea _— ; yet 
theſc are greedily deſired of,and deyou- 
red by all men. 

In the word of God alone, and no 0- 
ther ching, are all things placed, neither | 
therelore will it profit thee ro have alt ' 
things, to know,wi!l,ſpeake, ſurpaſſc in 

ure, diſpute of, number, paint, a- 


of 


dorn; judgtcach al things,&c.To know: | 


all chings, is nothing elſe then ro know 

the arts of the Devill, eaten by his coun- 
fell of the forbidden tree. Only ro know 
the wordand will of God ; and-to live 
according unto 1tzto be truirfull in Fa 
workes, is the true art and e:ernall Life, 

caten ofthe tree of Life; in vaine i 15 
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to know allthings, yea rarher it is bitter 


death, as hath been ſufficicatly {poken 
of before. 

Since therefore all the arts, wit, and 
rightcouſneſſe of men, ſpringeth from 


the tree of knowledge oi good and evill, 


or rather fromthe Devil; and therefore 
is th fa land death of Adam; it necefſa- 
rily followerh,that the more any man is 

learned thercin, and experienced , the 

higher he hath aſcended, the worſe and 

more perverſe he is;as he who hath 

made the greateſt proficiency in thewifs 

dom and knowledge of the dey1ill. 

And again,the more fooliſh a man is 
in chisart, and in the wiſdom of the 
flcſh and the Serpent, and the more he 
hath unlearned,torgorten, and cmptied 
himſelf thereof, the more righreous he 
is and wiſe before God:For we-malt al- 
rogether. forget and nnicarn this fleſhiy: 
art,this curious ſagacitic, this:deyilli 


' Tighteouſnes; And in ſtead thereot muſt 


learn the onely new, contrary, and di= 
yine att,wiſdom, and tighteouſneſſe,by 
theeternall word, by the ſeed of the wo 
man of the Trcc ot Lite, of which-whos« 
{ocycr.cateth , ſhall have ctcernall Life, 
For this caule the Scriptures do ſo vehe- 
mcatly 
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memty urge new- birth , childiſhneſſe; 
. toolifinefle, hate of a'mans/life, denial 


| ofhimſelf; which would not be, if there 


were any.thing that'1s good or accept- 
able ro God in man before. 

No man thinks of this , but all ment 
being puffed up with their own arts; wit, 
righreonſnefle,goodnefle, Sc. being [« 
cure and without conſcience or religi- 
on; and yet do cat death of this orbid- 
den tree, that is, of their own will, wit, 
reaſon, knowledge, goodneſle; and art, 
by that ſeed of the Serpent ,' implanted 


inthem.. Bur God doth: exatt nothing 


bathe knowledge of himſclt, and thar 
we would be obedient to his word, and 
ſubmir our ſelves to be raught by him, 
which the Scriptures do ſometimes call 
faich, which bringeth us unto God, be- 
2s us anew, and regencratcs'us, that 
rhence do flow the waters of Lite, the 
fruics of the 'ſpirit , love', peace, joy, a 
guiltkefle mind;8 all other good things; 
which the Scriptures do ſometimes call 
faith; which bringerh us umco God, be- 
'us anew, regencrates us, that then 
_— Ps of Life, the _ of 
ac opirit, loVe; Peace, joy, 4 guanticiic 
mind; and al other good things, which 
j wy | thc 
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the Spirit of God ctiefteth and poureth 
INtO_Uss ES IN s 

© Therefore Theologie is the true Mas 
pick, the worſhip, and ſcience of God, 
which God doth equally exact fromus 
all. And this is the ſame which God 
doth cxa&t , teach , and cftc& by his 
Word in them, who offer and fubmic 
themſelves to that his word and cle- 
mencie to be taughe. 

Therefore doth he ſo frequently and 
often admoniſh us, that he might make 
it known, that in him alone is Life and 
all other things tobe found, and that he 
threatnerh and-inflicteth great puniſh- 
ment on them that deſpiſe him,as man 
places of rhe” Scriptures do witnelle. 
though the word of God is not tyed or 
bound unto them , as we will prove a= 
none z yetthey give good direction and 
reſtunony-ro-che mind , if any mancan * - 
have the ſame and ulc ir aright; and yet 

do much more, abuſe the Scriptures 
then rightly uſe chem. Neyetrthelefle 
they are not to be forſaken any more 
then a mans wtfe,children, meat, drink» 
8c. all which inay be abuſed: bug yet. 

we mult learn roulethernrighely., * -. * 
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| Cuaye. XIITL. 

Of the Majeſtic, of the free, conflant and e. 
ternall'Weord of God, how it can be bound 
to nothing, included innothirg nor buried 
in the Letter, and al'o th: difference be. 
twixt the internal and the externall word, 


'T He Word of Godis as G29d,infinite, 

inviſible, incffable, a Spiritand Lite, 
whichno mortal! man can ſpeak, ſee,or 
hear, bur as far as is lawtull co (peak of 
it after the manner of men, and by ſimi- 


— 


— 


3 litude. 


* The wordof Godisnothing elſe then 
the gliſtering2the ciIence,the image,the 
form and ſplendor , as well imprinted 
like a ſeal intoall creatures, as more ſpe- 
clally into the hearts of the taihtull, 
which in all things is the cauſe of their 
being,inall beleeyers teacherhzinal wice 
.. kedmen reprovcth,exhorteth,and con- 
tendeth an! reprehenderh the world of 
fin, and which in the beginning did cn- 
lightcn and inform the hearts of Adam, 


Abel, Noah, Let, Abraham, Job, Mcrcarie, | 


Termig: ft, Plotimus, Cornelixs , and all 
other uptighe-hearred Gentiies.  ..;./ 
*-Fot thigugh God giveth bing , : ny 
above; Below, without, and beyond all 
IF” bk CICALUICS, 
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_ 


creatures,and is the eſfence of all things 
that be; yet in nothing is he ſo clearly 
to be ſcenas in man»whom therefore he 
created after his own 1mage, and perte- 
Red in Chriſt, = 

Therctore as brightneſle doth ſo pro- 
cced from the light of the Sun, as yer 
it is not ſeperated from the Sun, but for 
all that remains in the Sun, though it 
fill the whole world, and cnlighten the 
ſame: So isthe Son 1n like maner whole 
m the Father, and in all the creatures, ag 
the , he is inthe Sun and inthe whole 

world. 

Therefore it iscalled the brightneſſe 
of his Majcſtie, and the image or figure 
of his divine eſſence : Ot the ſame na- 
ture, ſubſtance, and eflence with God: 
So as nothing can be ſpoken of the Fas 
ther, which may nor alſo be yerified of 
the Word : God is no where and every 


wherczinall places ,in allthings, and yet 
incomprehenſible above and be all 
things ; I1mited to nothing, fo far forth 


| that the heavens and carth ate not able 


tocontain him, nor all rhe.creatures. So 
b&the Word, 
Even as the light of the Sunchath an 


iginall, frors whence it proccedeth, 
- Ly _ 
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and a force and a&ion into which j 
tendeth, which originall is the Sunne; 
elf, and which external! ative force 

' ithehearing or enlightning of the whold 
-world, or as 'the word'of every may 
hath ,originall farce 7nd fpirit ; whict'i 

4 originallisman, whoſe expreſſion and” 

- imagethe word is, and of the ſame 
ſence with him. i 

-' And thirdly , 1t hath an a&ive for 

-- or fpirir, which qualifieththisword,ang , 

- *makes ir either cheertull or angrie, of, 
forrowfull or diſpleaſed.Sothe origina { 
of this divine word is the Father, or thi | 

* ation, or aftive force, or yertue ofitif ,. 
calledthe holy Ghoſt, | D 

- _- Astherforethe Sun. 1s light, and thi F; 
-*aQiveforce of that light ,. is the ſamq'\, 
'-and'as man his word , and the a 

"- force of that word, is the ſame; So thy. 
Father, the Word, andthe holy Ghoſt ,; 

 arcone God. Whereforenothing thaſ 41; 

- apperrains to their efſencecan be fpoſ ,; 


» 


*kenr of one;which cannot alfo be yeritf” 

dof all; that is all three; and as'they a 

- ofthe famneeſſence; ſo ofthe lame conp'@. 

«dition; difpofirion, and nature, _ *F'&. 
Astherforc God is innothing,and fi j.;; 

"12 all things.; {0 alſo is his _ Fore 
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s Word,which isthe ſame:as God is ſo in 

'F all things,yet that he can be included in 

nothing , and ſo above all creatures, as 

W L the ok heaycn, Or any other creature 

aq. js not able to conceive or citcymſceibe 

T him. And (o inall creatures, as nothing 

J is without him, or rather nothung there 

1 is that is not full of him. So is alſo-his 
Word. 

As God can ncither-be ſpoken or 
written , nor any mat-is able todeclate 
'Q* what God is, but all things which are 
nat ſaid of him, are but images 8& ſhadows. 
thy 1 willnot ſay as T aulerxs and Dre Eicka- 
ny 7; ſay , ſeeing if we ſpeak truly and 

.properly, the whole. nature of God is 
hy far otherwile then man doth@or is able 
Ifq to ſpeak of him. | 
Laſtly,as God is a thing oppoſite,and 
ty :contrary to humanc cogitation, and far 
of otherwiſe then he is concerved to be in 
ny the thoughts of man; Soalſois the dt 
pc ,vine word of God. , 

mm Asthere isnothing (o little in-which 
'®}. there is not God; and again, nothing ſo 
Av . 3x1 that can receive or circumſcribe 
od od.. Asnothing is ſo little but Gad is 

iſe, and nothing fo great-bur God is 
F ercatcr, beyond, without , belowe, and 
"&: H 2 = 
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above all creatures; Sq alſois his divins# 
yyord. 
As the free,almiglity,eternall,immy 
table, omniſcien:, incomprehenſible, 
viſible, and unconceiyable God 1s th 
being of all chings : Soasallthigs confic 
{ſt rather in himthen in, and by them 
ſelves (as Tawulerrs and the Germain Thek 
e/ogie 19 a thouſand places do avouch 
and is none of theſe things which can bt: 
{cen or comprehended by fence or exFt 
preſſed by word : So his divine wordi 
rec in all, and beyond all, bound untd 
nothing, neither tyed to the priſon , offi 
krrers,or cover of the letter,concludedÞ: 
mcluded, and ſo tied unto it, that otherfth 
wiſe it 15 no where : even as the followy 
ing poſition and ſentence of a Learneqtc 
man divinely inſtructed do ſhew. A 
As the word is covered and hidden'tyot 
che letter , {o & 1s opengd and reycaleda; 
by the ſpiric. lp 
Hence it cometh to paſſe thar the letjict 
ters be as acloſed or ſcaled book 3 ſo 
the dark letcer,except it be opened,dot 
ſly : but the Spitic doth quicken, 
the letters are as a cettain Image;void of) 
Lite and Spirit: that is a printed 8 deaga: 
.exp:eſſion of the Spirur, rkerefore rhit 
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nant life (except the ſoul of the ſpur 
preſent ) and doerre. 
Therefore the Letters cannot be the 
ord of God. Since the word is farre 
Stherwiſe another thing then- the ler- 
onfiers; For it isa ſpirit,truch, and lite : bur 
he letters are contrary': fieſh the letter 
nd death; yeathe letters if they want 
chthe light of the worgzare an offencezand 
n bt they want the ſonl of the ſpirit, are a 
exftumbling block. 
did Therfore the letters are an otherwitc 
nt@hing then the wotd;thart is,they are not 
, ofthe {word of the Spirir,but a ſheath; For 
ledþs the wombe of the virgin conceived 
herfthe word, ſo the Lecters. 
ow For the Word is clothed both with 
-nedficſh and wirh the letters, that ſeed of 
Abraham layeth hold of the Scriptutes 
nhygor Letters { for they arc both one )and 
aledagain is apprehended by them 3 but the 
ſpirit 1s not apprehended in the fleſh or 
ſe{letrer of the Scriptures. 
0 a The cauſe thereof is this: the flcſhor 
atLetter cannot contain , Concelve , or 
ſcomprehend the majeſty of the \Word,; 
dayeteven asit was ſointhe fleſh, that the 


ch thereof did not appear ok is 


3 to 
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to any one that reads, it 15 obytous and 'FÞo 
apparent. Fer £1 
This is witneſſed by all learned men Ih 
m the mecr letter , fincethe world be- Ft 

gan, who neither couid know, find, ot 
comprehend Chriſt inthe fleſh, nor the 

word 1m the letter 5 which they ſhould 
bayedone.if Chriſt inthe fleſh,or under Vf 
the miſcrie of the fleſh had been known | 
unto all,not hidden bu: manifeſted; afnd Inc 
the letter had bcen not the covering JV 
myſtery,bur the true living and cnlighr= Jth 
ning word of God it (clt. nA at 
As therefore the fleſh was not the 
Word, bittthe cover thereof; andacer= Jin 
tain great, myſterie; So-the Letters are' 'Jnc 
not the word properly, but the ſhell, the' 
bark and cover thereof. Iy: 
The word was made fl:{hly aſſtump- Ji 
tion-fior mgixtucezand ſo the ſame word ]y 
is made letrers; yer not fo'as the ſame 
can befard of the letters; as of the word, | a 
, butasina ccrtain ſeal. 4 tl 
Therefore {o far ate'the letters from | a 
being the'word of God, tharthey onely 
be the figure and barkthereof, * - | t 
Forthe word ishotthacyhich'is ſpo- **| 4 
y 
\ 


kenbythe lerter ; 'bik thatwhich is.exs 
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Therfore the letters dopaint out, arid 
hadow out, and after a cercain manner 


. St forth unto us the word,and exprteſle 


omething, but are not the word , al- 
oungh they be ſpoken and expreſſed. 

For the Word did - not aſſume the 
Icſh that it is nor out of the fluſh, So it... 
1did not fo fall into rhe letter , that it is 
not our of the letter; For there was the = 
Word wheu there was no Letters; and 

the ſatne will remain are the Letters 


are periſhed. R 


Therefore as the Word was neve 


{ [included and circumſcribed in the fleſh, 
[neither 15 it 1n the letters; 


For ſo it was in the bodie, as it never 


yet lefr heaven, and in the ſame manner: 


tis ſo.1n the Letter as yet it is eyeric | 
where. ; 
Therefore the Word is. in the Letter. 
altogether,but not all. Hereupon we ſee 
that the letters have b=en exerciſed with -. 
a continuall encreaſe and addition. 
Therefore the letters are.the image of 


| the Word, and not the Watd it felf;,, 


And if they be , oy are altogcther a 
wiitten , anda dead, and nota living-. 
word; For there is a twofold word, one 


H 4 that 3 
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that quickneth, viz. the Spirit, another 
the Letter,which is ſaid to kill and ſlay, 


Theliving Word is that which in- 
watrdly teacheth, and maketh us to frit- 


@tine ; the dead Word is that which: 


mm the Ficſh and Letter is propoſed un- 
tO 118, 

The living word is a true light,which 
enlighrneth all men, and therefore a re- 
gencrating ſpirit,vecauſc it reneweth all 
things, Ina word, it is the power and 
might of God , which giveth unto us 
that knowledge, ſence, (oule, and life, 
which is from God A certain bright- 
nefſe of the face of God, which enl;ght- 
neth us from above, and imprints in us 
the unftion of the holy Ghoſt, by which 
it ecacherh & nftruftcch us inall things; 
Bur the dead word are the Leners, that 
ſcaled booke,and dead Lertcer,ſence,and 
will, which is the word of the flcſh, nor 
of the Spiric of God. 

The crue and Living Word is that 
which (3od begetterh in us,and the Spt- 
'rit of God effecteth in us ; Burt the dead 
and licerall word 1s that which the Let- 
ters ſhew unto us and men propound. 

Therefore he doth nor alwaycs want 
the Word who hath not the Lecters x 


for 
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for he. may have the interior. who wants. 


e 


the exterior word, to wit, the Law. of 


God written in our hearts. 


Herice itcomes to paſſe, that rio man. 


hath abſolute neede to be taughrc'of an 
others or to admoniſh his brother con- 


cetning the knowledge of God. 


For all theſe ſhall know,from the lkeaft. 1 
tothe greateſt, and are all the Diſciples: 


of Chriſt divinely taught: 

This writings not printed with inke 
and paper, but written 'with. the finger 
of God inthe tables of our hearts. 

This is the DoQrine of the truth,and 


the inſpiration of the Spirit, to wit, the: 
propheticall-breathing, the inſpiration. : 


of the Spirit, and the crue arrof God. 
Moreover, ' he may have the living 


word of God who wants the dead of the . © | 
Letrer 3 and thething it ſeife who wants : 
the ſ1gne; that is, the Liteof the wora, ©. 


though he wants the dead Leuer ; For 


two things are-chicfly to be confidered © } 


inthe word. 


The firft is the diſpoſition and nature * 
of the, word, - which 1s a certaine Light * 


mended for the enlighrning ot men. 


The other is theaQtion ot ir,thar is,the 
Spiritwhich ye: aCtion & opcration ” 


&* to. 


+ 
- 


f 
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to the word. Fot che word hath not 


oriely a ktiowledge, butalſo a certaine 


ation, it is 'yot onely 'a Light and” 
lendor; ift'us giyen from above, bur. 


; 


a, 0 Lite. "42 BY © EE = 

The interiof wotd' containeth both 
of theſe which ſomerimes is called the 
Kingdome of God, ſometimes the Spi- 
rit;lometimes Chrift dwelling inus.Fot 


it 15 not onely a Light, way, and guide, ' 


bur alſo Spirit, ttyth, and Life ; that.1s, 
which nor onely teacheth mari that hc 


may underſtand , but alſv moves him. 


that he workes, 


Bur the exterior word is farre from . 
this priviledge, and hath a far diftcrent, : 
nature ; For it is nothing clſe but a cct- * 


taine forme and figure. of the mter;or, 
I will not ſay a ſhadow. Thercture rhe 
intetior words, as it is the onely liveiy, 
ſo it1s the onciy truc word, as being the 
iuth and life, 


Bur on the conitrary, the exterior 1s” 


nothing bur a kilhng Letter, and'a de- 
ccitiuilfgure of che word. pe 


Henceit ariſeth the Letter as-Chriſt) - 


becames a certain ſnare to wicked men, 
asſtone ot cflence, darkneflc, not Light, 
death, and not Li:e,-: Ro ; 
. Theres 
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' Therefore it is neceſſary, that beſide - 
the exterior word, the interior be ſonght. 
after and knowne : Smce the exterior 
decciveth a man with its ſhape; is<dcath - 
and darkneſſe, unlefle the Light and * 
Life of the Spirit be together preſent. 
with 1t. | | 
Moreover , the exterior ſuffereth a ' 
man to be ſluggouſly and adle, except ' 
the power of the interiour be preſent' 
with ir, Therefore the interiour word + 
may be without the exterior, as the ex- 
terior without: the interior: | 
Therfore it dothnot neceſſarily fol- 
low that a man hath the word'of Gad, 
becauſe he pretends and hath the lerter ; 
as On the other {1de it tollowerh nor, * 
thar-he who wantcth the exterior word - 
or letter, wanteth alſo the interior true, 
and heayenly word, which 1s God him-- 
ſelte. For he doth not alwayes want the 
word who bath not the Letter; For the : 
Letters doth onely give a teſtimony of ' 
the word, ſo farre are they from being 
thewordu (elie;yea they are {carce rhe / 
Imageof the living word; Mach lefle- 
are they it, which ncither can be written 
nor.cxprefſed by words , both which is - 
incident to the Lentets, - d 
; | Thercfore - 


- 
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Therefore the Letters are tarrc trom 


being the word of God, yea all the word, . 


r h ſometimes they bee called the 


- andthe word fleſh:notthat God is man; 
© orthe word: or ſpirit is made ficſh, by 1- 
mitation, appellation, and permixion z 
So as what 15 (aid of one, may be verift« 
edof the other, or ſoas God ceaſe to be 
God, & ro be truely changed in:o man, 
as that water in Cana Galilee was chan- 
ped into wine. 

Or fo as the word is ſo ficſh,as not now 
it 15 not the ſpirit,or the wo1d,bur fleſh, 
x1 00 wiſe. 


+ The wordisnot ſo inthe Letter,char. 


they be one and_the {clic ſame thing, 


or {o as the word ſhould have changed 
it. ſelfe into the Letter ; and yet weil. 
and rightly the Letters are called the.. 
Word of God ; ſo as God 1s called : 
Man , and the Word flcſh.; although. 


to ſpeake properly > neither 1. the 


Word of God changed into Letters, . 


= God into Man, notihe Word into 


eld. . 
I acrefore both theſe may be true,the . 


Lettcrs 


word of God; as the. image and picture. 
ofa man iscalled ſorntimes by his names . 
cyenas God is ſometimes called man, . 
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Letters-arethe Word of God, and. the.. 
Letters are not the Word of God... 

Now althoughthe Letters are ſomes 
times in ſome reſpeCt the word of God, 
yet truely ate they not chic (ole, nor al- 
together ,. nor all the Word. of God); . 
yea if we ſpeake properly; they are nor 
the Word of God, which either can be 
ſpoken or written; andthat the Letters . 
are not the (ole word of God, may be 
made knowne. by this : I hat many 
things beſides the Scriptures are revea- 
led and inſpired unto tnany, and many. 
things are. ſpoken and written by them 
which are not conteined openly in the 
Leners, yea which ſometimes arc con- 
traty to the dead Letters, 

The Prophets,and Moſes.and Chriſt, þ. 
and his Apoſtles, whoſe words. ſceme : 
to be contrary to the Prophets , whar .. 
they have written of the Temple, the. 
Sacrifice, Circumciſion, and of the. vis 
fon ot God. 

Moteover , the true Word of God-. 
hath beene trom all eternitic; yea even 
before any Scripture was(as I have ſaid . 
before ) and it will be hereafter when 
the Scriptures are periſhed. Therefore . 
the ord is improperly in a 6 

| a 


7- | 
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and fleſh, andtherefore it is improperly 
called flcſh or the Letter ; For my word 
( faith Chriſt) is Spiric and Life. 
| Thrreforethe word cannot be that 

word which is fleſh or dead Letter; 
wherefore though the word truely and 
indeed 1s onely in Spirit, as in which it 
. onely liveth, yer it is alſo in the fleſh, 
but yet weake if there it be alone with- 
- out the Spirit and Life. 

Iris alſo inthe Letter, but altogether, 
dead, nnlefſe the Spirit doe quicken it 


as the ſoule doth the bodig; and it is in 


both and yct not trucly,and if truly, yet 
not all, and onely, and liyely. 


Now, althongh the word is in-the 


Spirit lively and true, yet afrer a more 
F peculiar 8 excellent manner 1t 1s in the 
| fleſh then in the Letter, although the 
Spitit be preſent with the Letter , and 


” Iend a hand, it tcacheth nothing , but-- 


whicn the ſpirit diyelleth with the fleſh, 


it nor onely teacheth, but alſo maketh + 


* alive; andbutſteth out into workes. 


'Sothe letrer of the Law brings men-- 


to ny periection, although 1t be the 
word ot God, as alſo the Scriptures ſpo- 
ken by the mouth of God , and writ- - 


» gcaby his finger ; For the.word of the. 
d Law: 


”—_ 


prop. Pace 
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Law did teach the knowledge of the 
ptecept , but dr1 rot give man a will: 
and itrengrh to falfril the ſame, bur the © 
word whictris tnade ficth giveth hfe ro . 
beleevers. . — 

Hence it commeth to paſſe, that the . 
fleſh inſpired with the word and ſpirit” 
of God, wills and doth keepe the Come 
mandementof God: * LION 

Thereforethe word in the fleſk doth 
onely give an Example of life, when on - 
the contrary, it leaycth in the letter all * 
things idle and ſkeepie. | 

But in the S-irit 1t truely ſtirres up the 
tact and afteQions towards the Law, 
for che Spirit is the hife and ſou'e of the 
word, and therefore the word it ſelfe; 
but the fleſhris a cercain imitation of the: 
word, the letters a ccrtaine printed 'pi- 
Enre and copie of the word. WheretGre 
the written word is not the true word, - - 
but: a certaine 1mage thereof ; yea the 
ScriStures pronounced inywords,are not -- 
ghe'true wotd of God, butonely a refti--? 
mony thereof : For the Scriptures had 
beginningin time by occaſion; but the" 
word was from all crternitic: Addeto + Þ 
which rhe —_—_— doe lead — 
cLrour, except the imerprover, vs, the: 
Spitit be preſent; And - 
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And they arc a ſcaled booke, and a: 
lexed Laborinth, unkeſſe the Spirit. 
preſcnt, as the Treede of Theſine, to. 
guide us, and as the Key of David to o- 
pen unto us. | 

Hence it-comes to paſſe, that many 
men ſecing ſee not , and hearing heare. 
nor, & as who know the Scripturcs,and 
yetneither know ncr underſtand. 

Therefore we confeffe thatthe letters 
ate accrtaine image. and figure of the. 
word , yet they arc not truely che very. 
word, becauſe they are bur onely an 
image and figure thereof. 

T his 15the reaſon wherefore-we ads - 
mit noother word but what is anſwer. - 
able to this Image or Example ot the . 
Scriptures, and.to the.true and ſpirituall , 
{ 


Therefore the. Scriptures are as the. 
Index or golden Scales ot the word. ſo | 
they be underſtood not according to - 
the dead Ictter., bur .according to the - 
minde of Chriſt, and will ot the Spirit. 

Therectore wee reze&t not what is a- * 
__ to the true meaning. of the 

riptutes, ſo we doe not deny what 1s 
not contraty unto them z For whoſoc- 

*. yer 15not againſt us is of us. 
Mb Therefore. - 
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Theretore we deny not the exteriot 


- | word, writenor ſpoken, ſo do we con - 


firm the-interior or living , {o 1tis we 
grant the maiſtery and nnfion of the 
Spirit, and do not deny- the gitrt of Pro- 
phecie and interpretation of the Scrip- 
tures, 

For the word hath ſomethinp tocome 
and fomerhing obſcure and difficult ro 
the flcſh. Thar which is to come , the 
Spirit taketh it ofthe word , and decla- 
rcth it unto us,that which is obſcure and 
hard to be underſtood, it daily teacheth 
unto us, and leadeth us into all truth, 
Therefore under the name of the word 
of God, the letters are not onely under- 
ſ{tood,but al prophecies,viſions,dreams, 
uiiftions,inward ſpeakings,doAtrines of 
the Spirit, & revelations it they be from 
God ; alſo whatſoever holy men by the 
inſtin& of the ſpirit have either ſpoken 
or done, | 

Therefore:'no man muſt adhere pe» 
remptorily tothe onely letter;where the 
holy Ghoft is, there is libertie , andthe 
free word is bound to none, Moreover, 
the holy Ghoſt ſuffereth no rule or limit: ' 
to be prefixed tot in its own ; therefore, 
to nothing it is tycd butto it (elf, m_—_ | 


- 
hw - — 
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| - be not contrary and diſagreeing to it 
\ ſelf, as therefore many things come and 


ate ſpoken from God; all which (nay - 


- notthe thouſand part) are written in 


* theScriptures; So many things at this - 


_ day happen and are ſpoken by God, 
- which arenot written; And yer nevet- 


thelcfle they are the word of God , and - 


wrought by him, 


Add to which that many things there | 


are not written, not expreſicd in words, 
- which we yer reccive tor the word of 
God,and onely by hand as it wete, have 
reccived them from our Forefathers, of 
which kind are the abrogation of the 
| precepts of the firſt counſel], renewed 
| after by the holy Ghoſt to the Church; 
© DOas the Chutch was freed from the 
ſame: Of which things we notwith- 
Hapding haye no written or cxpreſle 


W = 
 - Chriſt himſelftaught all in word,and 


writ nothing,and commanded his Apo» 


ſtles to preach, not to write, 
And the Church is begotten rather 
\. by word then by writing. 


Moreover, the Doors & Preachers 
of the new Covenant were called and- 


indecd arethe miniſters of theSpirit,not 
- "ofthe Letter. 


By 


ol n 
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By all theſe it is manifeſt, that the fre? I-1 
and {wif Spirit 1s not tied unto letters, - 
not thedoQrine of the'Spirit can be in- 
cluded intothe jayl, priſon and corner 
of the Scriptures. 

Therefore although there be many: 
books of the law, ſomething ſometimes , 
may charice to cone. 1n handling of 
which'there is no expreſſe Canon or, '+ 
Law to be found, bur 1t is tobe excogy-+ + 
tated and ruled by reaſon. 

Sooftentimes ſuch a rare thing hap»  ; 
pencth; the letters do univerſall forſake 
a wh hap they cannot teach, comforts 

e, ot appeaſe him; but a man muſt: | 
ow rily repair unto God, andconſuls- 
with the peculiar word of the Spirit by 
prayet', to comfort and ſtrengthen hus- 
weakned conſcience;For it is not ſuffici- - 
ent to have the comnion call and word,-- 
except aman have ſpeciall, proper, and 
inward call , which 4 1s NOT COMraTrie 1: 
unto the common. | 

Andalchough the Lord of. Gad is al- 
togethet ones, and undivided, yet how 
much thereof a man. hath received by! 


faich, ſo eg = ori - and this is -hug- + 


wot | 
ar. himſelf, mult eV made cvery ones . 
by faith. 
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No otherwiſe then whereas the light 
- .ofthe Sunne is common ; yet as much 
| asevery one isenlightned thereby , ſo 
- much 15the Sunne his, and no more : 50 
- as much asevery one hath of God and 
his word, ſofar is he his God, and ſo fat 
* hathhe God and his word, which ate 
| common to all, peculiar to himſelf. 
Therefore the letters are far weaker 
thento ſatisfie a troubled conſcience in 
; the offences thereof, and to make _ 
agan ;the lively word of God muſt d 
; this,and this honoor hath God reſerved: 
onely to himſclf, neither will he permit 
1tto thelerters, or any creatnres what- 
ſoever. Morcover, the holy Ghoft will 
not be bound or captivated 1n thoſethat: 
archis, nor be ſubje& to the maſterie of 
zny one, not ſuffer that it ſhould be- 
taught by any writing or mouth of. 
man, but will it ſelf be the light,uhe Do- 
Qor, maſter, captain, and.ina word, alt 
n ali things: 
 Moreoyer,he who uſcth the ſcriptures 
for a teſtimony of that work and ſpirit, 
- ſohe doit according*to the minde of 
- Chriſt; nor interpreting them according , 
+ tothe interpretation ot the Scribes. and _ 
- Phariſces, doth oncly uſc the Scripwres - 
—" WE ailights 
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_ abuſes,and the worſhipof images,as the* 
' tures, andeſtecmc them to be theirs" | 


'no longer to be conſulred with, concers - * 
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aripht.according to the will of Gad,acs? 
cooling as he ought; all others aremece «i 


whole world buſjcs it (elf in the Scrip« 
pollo, as if the holy Ghoſt and God were * 


ning any affairs, but Onely the letters, 
In a word, here they enquire and hays #4 
all things; here with rhe Phariſees they. 
thinkco have Jite;neither wal they goa 4 
by an other mans harm , nor willthey 2: 
ſee how blind, impious, ignorant, and I 
dead they ever have been in all ages, in” ? 
divinethangs, and in the ward of God, 
who have been the moſt learned, and. 
could all the Bible at their fingers ends, Y 
having for all that necd to hear arti + 
tearnthe truth from Chriſt;Sodark and 
deadly are the lerters, which chey make { 
their idols, | 
Paul calleth the Letrers death , bue-*! 
they life; bur indeed. they are erternall 4 
darkneſſe,death,zaigma, allegoric, and 4 
a ſ{eaked book. .. 
Unlefle chou have the living Word 1 
of God untorke lighrt,and in them relie 1 
upon the holy Ghoſt ; For thy reathers* 


iaſpuer, interpreter, guide, and maſtery 


| 
| 


—"— a" wn 
& 4 "The forbidden Fae. 


| and and yer. many of them darc make the | 
” .--booke tobe when as yet they can- 
\; Not ugree int t e-expotition of it. And 
,'from thence doe as many Sefts and he- 
.:xchics ariſe, as Readers and Heads doe 
attempt to reade'it. 
* .»- >Butknow thou, and have it as a thing 
moſt true, that they are cleane onely to 
- the cleane, Spiritual] co the Spiritual), 
the Word of God to them who are of 
vthod ,.and rehgiouſly ſtudic them by 
gireftion and guidance of the Holy 
,*whom they carry alwayes with 
{hern,and put as a light into this; other- 
-/Wife.darke Lanthorne ; ſo as by the do- 
+ rineof the Spirit and direQion of it 
; they bring more light untothem, then 
. they .receve theretrom z what they xe= 
. Ceiverheref romisnathing elſe, or no 04 
| r. but. a ccrtame Teftimony of the 
urit of theeand all Doftrine. 
The Berears uſed the Scriptures as 
* Chrift would have them to be uſed : 
(fi ty.) Searcb the Scriptures (faith he) 
F "418 which ce thinkg- yee bave E ternall bife, 
n. Foh.5. Bur he thinkes otherwiſe ; For it 
ng are they which reflifie of G 
x that Famthe Life and Word which  ſpee 
— oy John b. | "mY 
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” 3 » . : V 
IO oO Ms ——_ - 
{ 4 7: 
J aV - , _— 
- 


As therefore we rey that the Scripe + 

ile of the Word & judge: 

of ſpirituall things 3 Soin.no. wiſe will 
we remove out of the Church,the 


For even'as we defend the Majeſhe-*? 
and authoritie of rhe word of God as ;i 
gainſt the dead Letter, ſo will we main<* 
taine the maſterie of the Spirit again(k*% 
the executioner of the Letter. © 7x 

And fo we doe grant the fulfilling -of*® 
the (wift and ſhorc word as inthe onely'©7 
-precept of love all is coneintd, beth > 
the Law & Prophets be comprehe FI 
therein, we ngenuoully conteſle, \. -./ Þ& 

Wherefore as we doe not take at Ky 
the word of the Law, bat confirme ic 
So wedoe thinks thar forethirig is yets 
daily to be ogened inthe Churfrbvyrhie 
unCtion of the DoQtors therot; the ſigns 
and carneſt not ot that which isneceſ{a<:3 
ry to ſalvation, butra the gift,of Pro«.4 
phecying, and the hidden interprecarford. © 

of the hcriptures; > "ol 

Since Chuilt neyer forſakerlt- his | 

Spouſe, but is alwaycs preſengwith lier 

uoacotheend, Marth,28 and being ever © | 

mthe midſt of her, doth guide and di; 

rica her, 2 Cor. g. WW-- ©. 4 ; DN 
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